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The spirit world is not unlike the world of wine.  There are classic regions and traditional 

methods of production that account for so many familiar brand names seen behind the bar.  In 

recent times, more adventurous and progressive attempts at spirit-making have been made in not so 

traditional locales with newer methods of distillation and production.  The history of any given 

spirit, often its terroir, the ingredients used to make it, and what the distiller is attempting to 

create, are all essential in understanding what’s in the bottle.  As with wine, it is quite possible to 

produce thousands or millions of bottles annually of good quality liquor, but something makes 

the small production, hand crafted spirits so much more interesting and unique.  Certain spirits, 

the ever popular vodka in particular, can be made in massive, premium quantities and still satisfy the 

tastes of its fans.  Other spirits are limited by the constraints of expensive and patient barrel aging 

that allow for only limited quantities to be available at any given time.  Drinking a 45 year old 

Calvados that still smells like baked apples that were picked when Kennedy was president is a 

profound experience.  So too is experiencing a peaty Islay single malt that actually tastes a bit like 

the brutal sea the distillery lies next to.  

 Other spirits are not designed for such careful admiration but have gained a different kind 

of appreciation in today’s mixed drinks.  At Cyrus, we use many spirits born in the Bay Area and marry 

them with local, seasonal, and organic produce.  With summer in full bloom, our local farmers are 

bringing us fresh cucumbers, peaches, and watermelons, which we are using in our summer cocktails.  

You will also find some classic cocktails such as the Old Fashioned, Aviation, and our vanilla bean 

– citrus peel Manhattan.   

For those who like their liquor straight, every spirit available at Cyrus is described in the 

following pages.  You will find many rare and exceptional offerings within each spirit group.  We 

hope that these selections enhance your experience at Cyrus and please feel free to ask for 

guidance or suggestions. 

Cheers! 
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SummerSummerSummerSummer    CocktailsCocktailsCocktailsCocktails    
($12) 

                                        

Served in a Chilled Martini GlassServed in a Chilled Martini GlassServed in a Chilled Martini GlassServed in a Chilled Martini Glass    

    

                                                            

                                                                                            FigaFigaFigaFigarorororo    

Pampero Anniversario Rum, Pureed Figs, Contreau, Lime Juice, Orgeat, 

Cardomom Foam, Brûléed Figs 

               

                           Peachy KeanePeachy KeanePeachy KeanePeachy Keane    

                                              Weller Reserve Bourbon, Fresh Peaches, Lemon Juice, 

 Brown Sugar-Black Peppercorn Syrup, Egg White 

                                                            

                                                    

                                                            Served OverServed OverServed OverServed Over    IceIceIceIce    

                                                        

    Summer ThymeSummer ThymeSummer ThymeSummer Thyme    

                          Plymouth Gin, Thyme Lemoncello, Thyme Syrup, Lemon Juice, Seltzer, 

               Cucumber Slices, Sunflower Petals 

                

Creole WaCreole WaCreole WaCreole Watermelontermelontermelontermelon    

Hangar One Mandarin Orange Blossom Vodka, Yellow Doll Watermelon Juice,  

Lemon Juice, Cilantro, Cayenne Pepper and Old Bay, Seltzer 

                                                                 

    CornucopiaCornucopiaCornucopiaCornucopia    

       Aviation Gin, Muddled Sweet Corn and Cilantro, Lemon Juice, Celery Juice, 

Kendall-Jackson White Ver Jus, Celery Salt, Pickled Baby Corn and Micro Cilantro 

                                                                 

 

    

    SelectSelectSelectSelect    ClassicsClassicsClassicsClassics 

 ($12) 
    

    

Frankfort Frankfort Frankfort Frankfort ManhattanManhattanManhattanManhattan    

Weller Bourbon with Vanilla Bean and  Citrus,  Sweet Vermouth, Angostura Bitters, Amarena Cherries 

 

                                            BBBBardstown ardstown ardstown ardstown SazeracSazeracSazeracSazerac    

Micther’s Rye Whiskey, Herbsaint, Peychaud and Angostura Bitters, Sugar Cube, Lemon Oil 
 

Buffalo Trace Old FashionedBuffalo Trace Old FashionedBuffalo Trace Old FashionedBuffalo Trace Old Fashioned    

Buffalo Trace Bourbon, Muddled Orange and Amarena Cherries, Orange Bitters 

 

            Last WordLast WordLast WordLast Word    

Plymouth Gin, Luxardo Marascino Liqeuer, Green Chartreuse, Lime Juice 

 

 

    Mint JulepMint JulepMint JulepMint Julep 

       Weller Reserve Bourbon, Fresh Mint, Crushed Ice, Served in a Silver Plated Cup 
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VVVVodkaodkaodkaodka    

 

The success of the super-premium vodka market has reached unprecedented proportions 

recently and deciding which vodka to try next can be daunting.  There are just so many.  If the 

packaging is really nice, than the vodka must be too, right?  Many people secretly hide the fact 

that they can tell the difference between the $5 plastic jug stuff made in the industrial part of San 

Jose and Absolut, but they cannot distinguish between Absolut and other nicely presented vodkas. 

 There is a reason for this.  By law, vodka can be made from any base ingredient(s), as long as 

it distilled above 190 proof and then cut down to a spirit between 80 and 110 proof.  The most 

popular choices traditionally have been wheat, rye, potatoes, and corn from which a mash is made 

into a beer for distillation.  After distilling anything until there is less than 5% of its essence left 

and 95% ethyl alcohol, the quality and choice of the water used to cut the spirit before the final 

process of filtration has led many to argue that the water is more essential to the uniqueness of 

the vodka than the initial mash.  Some folks use springwater, rainwater, or melted glaciers but, 

regardless, the very subtle differences in aroma, flavor, and viscosity make each brand different.  

                 Vodka is the closest thing to an odorless, colorless, and tasteless spirit designed for 

human consumption.  Its ability, when mixed with juices, sodas, or low-proof sweetened liqueurs, to 

taste so unlike an alcoholic beverage has helped to make 30 out of every 100 drops of liquor 

consumed here in the U.S. drops of vodka.  This is far more than any other kind of liquor.  The very 

recent craze for flavored vodka has only made for even more easy-to-drink concoctions and an 

ever growing market share.  Here at Cyrus, we offer flavored vodkas from Charbay and Hangar 

One that are handcrafted and made in limited quantities and none contain any extracts or 

perfumes which are quite often found in large production flavored spirits. 

 

    

    

RussiaRussiaRussiaRussia    

 

Youri DolgorukiYouri DolgorukiYouri DolgorukiYouri Dolgoruki………………………………………………………………………………………………………              $12………………………………………………………………………………………………………              $12………………………………………………………………………………………………………              $12………………………………………………………………………………………………………              $12    

    This vodka has taken the top prize in every blind tasting that its participated in.  Made in 

Moscow at the Crystal Distillery, it is made entirely from wheat and bottled at 80 proof. Try it 

shaken up in a martini or frozen with our caviar service. 

    

    

Stolichnaya……………………………………Stolichnaya……………………………………Stolichnaya……………………………………Stolichnaya……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………        $9$9$9$9    

 There are ¾ of a billion bottles of Stoli made each year and its success can be attributed 

to both its consistent quality and the fact that it is a long-established brand here in the U.S., 

Russia, and all over the globe.  Originally made in one distillery in Siberia, Stoli is now made in 10 

separate mega-distilleries, still made from winter wheat, continuously distilled, and cut with water 

from Lake Baikal. 

 

 

 

    

    

PolandPolandPolandPoland    

 

Belvedere……………………Belvedere……………………Belvedere……………………Belvedere……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..                 $10……….…………………..                 $10……….…………………..                 $10……….…………………..                 $10    

 Made entirely from rye, which adds a pleasant spiciness to the palate, this vodka retains its 

smoothness having been filtered through both charcoal and diatomaceous earth.   
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Chopin…………………………………………………Chopin…………………………………………………Chopin…………………………………………………Chopin……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….……    $10$10$10$10    

 It takes 7lbs of organic Podlaise potatoes to make just one bottle of Chopin.  A very quiet 

green apple fragrance can be noticed as this vodka dilutes over ice.  It is as dry as vodkas come. 

    

    

    

    

    

HollandHollandHollandHolland    

    

Ketel One……………………………………………Ketel One……………………………………………Ketel One……………………………………………Ketel One……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….        $9$9$9$9    

 This was the first super-premium vodka to catch on with domestic drinkers and it is made, 

according to the distillery, the same way that it was 400 years ago when it was conceived.  Wheat-

based, distilled in copper pot stills, and, like French brandies, the heads and tails of the distillate are 

tossed out and only the heart is kept for bottling. 

    

    

SwedenSwedenSwedenSweden    

    

Absolut………………………………………………Absolut………………………………………………Absolut………………………………………………Absolut……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….…        $9$9$9$9    

 Made world-famous with a legendary advertising campaign that has lasted decades now, 

this vodka comes from one source in Ahus, Sweden.  Beginning with winter wheat mash and 

continuously distilled before being cut with local spring water, this is now the world’s 3
rd

 largest 

premium spirit brand. 

 

FranceFranceFranceFrance    

    

Grey Goose………………………………………Grey Goose………………………………………Grey Goose………………………………………Grey Goose……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….………………        $10$10$10$10    

 This year, almost 2 million cases of Goose will be produced and just a couple of years ago 

the brand was sold for 2 billion dollars to Bacardi.  That’s a lot of plumage when you consider 

that the brand is only 10 years old.  The vodka is grain-based (they won’t say which) and the water 

is from the Cognac region where the distillery is located. 

 

    

 

United StatesUnited StatesUnited StatesUnited States    

 

     

    

Smirnoff……………………………………………Smirnoff……………………………………………Smirnoff……………………………………………Smirnoff……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………        $8$8$8$8    

 Originally a Russian brand, the “secret formula” ended up in American hands in the 1930’s 

and it became the first successful vodka label in the U.S..  Of course, Americans only started buying 

it when the label switched from “vodka” to “white whiskey.”  Now it reads as “vodka” again and sells 

500,000 cases to Russia alone.  This, our well vodka, is a classic. 

 

    

    

    

Charbay Clear……………………………………………………………………………………………….……Charbay Clear……………………………………………………………………………………………….……Charbay Clear……………………………………………………………………………………………….……Charbay Clear……………………………………………………………………………………………….………..…..…..…..        $10$10$10$10    

 This is Midwestern corn, wheat, and rye based, cut with water from Mendocino County, 

and barely filtered leaving the vodka beautifully viscous and flavorful.  The Karacasevic family has 

been distilling for 13 generations and they reside on Spring Mountain above St. Helena. 
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HangaHangaHangaHangar One……………………………………r One……………………………………r One……………………………………r One……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………    $10$10$10$10    

 By using a copper pot still to distill Viognier and then incorporating it into a wheat-based 

neutral grain spirit, the folks at St. George Spirits in Alameda are breaking new ground in vodka-

making.  The stone fruit, white floral notes of Viognier are subtle but this spirit is still very much a 

vodka. 

 

    

Square One…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….      Square One…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….      Square One…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….      Square One…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                                                          $10$10$10$10    

This is the world’s first organically certified vodka made entirely from American rye.  

While it is a bit more expensive than other vodkas, keep in mind that using organic grain does cost 

more and that is factored into the price.  The water used to cut this spirit down to bottling 

strength comes from the Teton Mountains. 

 

Square One Botanical……………………………………………………………………………………………Square One Botanical……………………………………………………………………………………………Square One Botanical……………………………………………………………………………………………Square One Botanical……………………………………………………………………………………………..           ..           ..           ..                       $10$10$10$10    

 A recent release from the Square One distillery comes a bold organic rye spirit, infused 

with a striking blend of 8 organic botanicals - pear, rose, chamomile, lemon verbena, lavender, 

rosemary, coriander and citrus peel. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

Flavored VodkasFlavored VodkasFlavored VodkasFlavored Vodkas    

 

    

    

    

Domaine CharbayDomaine CharbayDomaine CharbayDomaine Charbay    

 The color and the flavor of these vodkas are 100% natural and the process by which Miles 

and Marko Karakasevic make them is 100% secret.  However, we do know that this father and son 

team macerate whole, fresh-picked seasonal fruit, releasing the flavors from the juice, pith, and 

zest.  Months are then spent carefully extracting the natural color and essence from the 

maceration.  The finished extraction is then incorporated into a high proof neutral grain spirit 

resulting in an 80 proof, intensely flavored, fresh fruit enhanced vodka.  As mixers, they are second 

to none.  Please check out our cocktail menu to see many of them at their finest.  Hardcore fans 

will drink them on ice, maybe with a little soda, but if you do, be prepared for a spirit very raw and 

unique.  The four flavors are: 

  

    Meyer Lemon………………………………………………………………………………………………   Meyer Lemon………………………………………………………………………………………………   Meyer Lemon………………………………………………………………………………………………   Meyer Lemon………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                       $10$10$10$10    

    Blood Orange…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10Blood Orange…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10Blood Orange…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10Blood Orange…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10    

    Ruby Red Grapefruit………Ruby Red Grapefruit………Ruby Red Grapefruit………Ruby Red Grapefruit……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….……….……….………        $10$10$10$10    

OregonOregonOregonOregon    Red Raspberry (70 proof)…Red Raspberry (70 proof)…Red Raspberry (70 proof)…Red Raspberry (70 proof)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………               …………………………………               …………………………………               …………………………………                       $10$10$10$10    
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    HangaHangaHangaHangar Oner Oner Oner One    

  

The four flavored vodkas produced by Jorg and Lance at St. George Spirits are created by 

steeping fruit, leaves, and sometimes flowers in high proof vodka, removing most of the solids, and 

then distilling the remaining liquid in a Holstein copper pot still.  What remains is a lightly hued, 

very refined and sophisticated 80 proof fruited vodka.  The choices of flavors are daring but they 

work well both as mixers and by themselves on ice or shaken up, though they can be a touch sweet 

as far as vodkas go. 

  

Kaffir Lime…………………………Kaffir Lime…………………………Kaffir Lime…………………………Kaffir Lime………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….        $10$10$10$10 

    Buddha’s Hand Citron…Buddha’s Hand Citron…Buddha’s Hand Citron…Buddha’s Hand Citron……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………        $10$10$10$10    

    MandariMandariMandariMandarin Orange Blosson Orange Blosson Orange Blosson Orange Blossom……………………………………………….………………….m……………………………………………….………………….m……………………………………………….………………….m……………………………………………….………………….        $10$10$10$10    

    Chipolte Small Batch…………………………………………………………………………….                 $11Chipolte Small Batch…………………………………………………………………………….                 $11Chipolte Small Batch…………………………………………………………………………….                 $11Chipolte Small Batch…………………………………………………………………………….                 $11    
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GGGGinininin    

 

Apparently when gin first arrived on the scene in London in the early 1700’s it did damage on par 

with the Black Death centuries earlier.  Within a matter of a few years, countless men women and 

children were rendered dead, penniless, or imprisoned for crimes they couldn’t remember having 

committed.  Before, to quell the pains of urban poverty, folks drank beer, which obviously takes a 

lot to work effectively.  No one had been able before to get so wasted so quickly and it took a 

series of heavy taxes and other government intervention to stop the easy manufacturing and 

distribution of cheap gin by the late 18
th

 century.  Better quality, more refined gins soon appeared 

for the upper classes, who were the only ones able to afford it.  Many of the names that one sees 

today began in this period and taste the same way now as they did back then. 

 So what is gin?  Basically, it’s vodka first.  The initial high-octane neutral grain spirit then 

experiences a myriad of herbs, roots, berries, and other items that are either steeped in the spirit or 

held above the spirit as it is distilled a second time, thus taking the essence of the botanicals with it 

by way of the alcohol vapor.  Though gin originated in Holland, its popularity in England has 

meant that most gins that we enjoy today come from the United Kingdom though new ones from 

other places are popping up on the shelves from other places thanks to the rebirth of Prohibition 

Era cocktails in the 1990’s for which gin was the key ingredient.  Many still maintain that a martini 

isn’t a martini if it isn’t made with gin.   

 

EnglandEnglandEnglandEngland    

 

Tanqueray…………………………………………Tanqueray…………………………………………Tanqueray…………………………………………Tanqueray……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….        $9$9$9$9    

 The folks who have been making Tanqueray for almost 200 years proudly state that they 

get their Tuscan juniper berries the old fashioned way; by beating around the bush until they fall 

off.  These berries are then dried and join Crimean coriander seeds and Saxon angelica root as the 

predominate botanicals used to flavor this classic. 

 

Tanqueray #10……………………………………………………………………………………………….………..Tanqueray #10……………………………………………………………………………………………….………..Tanqueray #10……………………………………………………………………………………………….………..Tanqueray #10……………………………………………………………………………………………….………..        $9$9$9$9    

 All of the botanicals steeped for this gin are fresh-picked unlike most gins which use dried 

ones.  The noticeably more significant presence of lime, grapefruit, and orange peels give Tanqueray 

#10 its citrusy quality.  Chamomile is also used to accent the background aroma. 

 

 

Tanqueray Rangpur…………………………………………………………………………………………….                  $9Tanqueray Rangpur…………………………………………………………………………………………….                  $9Tanqueray Rangpur…………………………………………………………………………………………….                  $9Tanqueray Rangpur…………………………………………………………………………………………….                  $9    

 The latest release from Tanqueray is a mellower gin (82.6) full of juniper and citrus.  The 

most unique citrus aroma is that of Rangpur lime and Cyrus  may be the only bar in the world 

where, in the wintertime, you can get a Tanqueray Rangpur gin and tonic with a real wedge of 

Rangpur lime to go with it. 

 

Bombay Sapphire………………………………Bombay Sapphire………………………………Bombay Sapphire………………………………Bombay Sapphire……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….………        $9$9$9$9    

 Using Carterhead stills, which allow for the spirit to pass through the botanicals in 

vapor form instead of using the traditional steeping method, creates what is considered to be a 

leaner, yet complex gin.  The complexity and depth comes from the careful infusion of cubeb berries, 

cassia bark, licorice, grains of paradise, almonds, iris root, coriander, citrus peels, angelica root, 

and lots of juniper berries.  Lake Vyrnwy (Wales) provides the water. 

 

Bombay………………………………………………Bombay………………………………………………Bombay………………………………………………Bombay……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….……    $9$9$9$9    

 The original uses 8 botanicals and it considered to be more of gin drinker’s gin, meaning it is 

heavier on the tongue and lingers a bit longer than its now more popular cousin. 
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Beefeater……………………………………………Beefeater……………………………………………Beefeater……………………………………………Beefeater……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…    $8$8$8$8    

 Juniper takes center stage in each bottle of Beefeater with 4 others present in smaller 

quantities; Coriander seeds, angelica root, and lemon and orange peels.  The 24 hour steeping 

period is long by industry standards and produces a robust gin. 

 

Plymouth……………………………………………Plymouth……………………………………………Plymouth……………………………………………Plymouth……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….        $9$9$9$9    

 Using the same recipe since 1793, this 100% wheat based gin is distilled in a copper pot still 

and uses 7 botanicals.  Juniper is more subtle here as orris and angelica roots predominate, allowing 

for Plymouth’s smoothness and sweeter edges.  Soft water from Dartmoor National Park is used to 

cut the spirit down to a mellow 82.4 proof. 

 

Miller’s…………………………………………………Miller’s…………………………………………………Miller’s…………………………………………………Miller’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….………………….….……….….……….….……….….        $9$9$9$9    

 Like Tanqueray #10, Miller’s also uses traditional fresh botanicals and one “secret 

ingredient known by few.”  Whatever it is, it’s not pronounced enough to discern from all the 

other wonderfully integrated essences.  The glacial water used to make the gin is brought over 

from Iceland.  Bottled at 90.4 proof. 

 

Boodles……………………………………………………………………………………Boodles……………………………………………………………………………………Boodles……………………………………………………………………………………Boodles……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                  $9………………………………                  $9………………………………                  $9………………………………                  $9    

 The most distinguishing characteristic of this gin is its pleasant oiliness on the palate that 

makes for a velvety finish. There is still wonderful acidity that juniper and coriander impart in this 

90.4 proof spirit.  

 

FranceFranceFranceFrance    

    

G’Vine Floraison……………………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10G’Vine Floraison……………………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10G’Vine Floraison……………………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10G’Vine Floraison……………………………………………………………………………………………………..                $10    

    Once a year, in mid-June, the vine flower blossoms to life before giving birth to the grape 

berry. This period is called Floraison in French, and is used as the main flavoring botanical in this 

wonderfully floral and delicate gin. Moreover, while most gins are distilled from various grains, 

G’Vine is distilled from a neutral grape spirit. 

    

    

ElsewhereElsewhereElsewhereElsewhere    

  

Bluecoat……………………Bluecoat……………………Bluecoat……………………Bluecoat……………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………….………………………………………………….………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....……………………                                                                    $9$9$9$9 

    This gin is made in Philadelphia in a copper pot sill.  Utilizing organic juniper berries, 

Bluecoat is a fine London Dry style gin bottled at 94 proof. 

 
Junipero………………………………………………Junipero………………………………………………Junipero………………………………………………Junipero……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….………………………………………………….………………….…        $9$9$9$9    

 On the heavier side, yet very crisp and spicy, this gin is made in Potrero Hill in San Francisco 

in a copper pot still by the people that bring you Anchorsteam beer.  Juniper berries are the only 

ingredients that they’ll fess up to though they claim a dozen others are used as well. 

 

Hendricks…………………………………………Hendricks…………………………………………Hendricks…………………………………………Hendricks……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….    $10$10$10$10    

 “A most peculiar gin” is how the makers from Ayrshire, Scotland describe it and it is it indeed 

different.  In addition to juniper berries, coriander, and citrus peel, the distiller also incorporates 

rose petals and cucumber.  These non-traditional additions make for a unique spirit that is still very 

much a gin. 

 

Old Raj……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Old Raj……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Old Raj……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Old Raj……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….….……………….….……………….….……………….….        $15$15$15$15    

 Scottish whisky bottler Cadenhead brings you this 110 proof daisy that has a very pale 

yellow tinge to it because of the pinch of saffron added just before bottling.  The usual botanical 

suspects are also present in a very well integrated and balanced canvas. 
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Aviation…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $9Aviation…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $9Aviation…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $9Aviation…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $9    

    House Spirits of Portland, Oregon has just recently released this 84 proof gin that is made 

in extremely small batches.   Made in the tradition of a great London Dry.  

 

    

Krahn………………………………………………………………………………………………………Krahn………………………………………………………………………………………………………Krahn………………………………………………………………………………………………………Krahn………………………………………………………………………………………………………........…………                       $9…………                       $9…………                       $9…………                       $9    

 This is the result of years of careful research done by two Cornell graduates out to 

produce the world’s most delicate and smooth gin.  Made in Mountain View, CA and bottled at a 

mild 80 proof, this gin will certainly please those would like their gin complex and elegant but not 

incredibly intense. 
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Bourbon WhiskeyBourbon WhiskeyBourbon WhiskeyBourbon Whiskey    
For a whiskey to be called bourbon it doesn’t have to be from Bourbon County.  It doesn’t 

even have to be from Kentucky.  Bourbon County was the launch pad for whiskey coming from the 

general area on its way to other places back in the early 19
th

 century (it’s hard to believe, but the 

county was, and still is, dry).  The legal criteria for a straight bourbon to be labeled as such 

necessitates that it come from the U.S. , be made from at least 51% corn, be aged for at least 2 years 

in brand new charred American white oak barrels, contain absolutely zero colorings and/or 

additives, and a few other items of lesser importance.  The proportion of the other ingredients used 

(malted barley for roundness and depth and rye and/or wheat for spiciness), or the complete lack 

thereof, is what gives a bourbon its unique fingerprint.  The amount of barrel aging, the water used 

to cut the whiskey, and the blending process also shape the final product.  A quick note: blended 

bourbon can be as little as 20% straight bourbon and the rest neutral grain spirit along with 

additives and colorings.  That’s the cheap stuff.  Straight bourbon can be blended too but only 

with other straight bourbons to be called the real deal. 

 Going back to water, the importance of which cannot be understated, much of Kentucky 

sits on a massive limestone shelf that is calcium rich and iron deficient.  This makes for very soft 

water and beautiful Kentucky bluegrass (which makes for legendary horses).  No joke.  If you wanted 

to set up a distillery anywhere 200 years ago, it was practical to do so next to a prime water 

source.  All you needed to make whiskey was to cart the local grain in, grind it down, make beer, 

distill the beer, age it, and then cut it with the soft water on premises.  The Scotch-Irish heritage of 

the Kentucky settlers meant that this method was imprinted in their DNA 

 The use of white oak was an elementary choice as the native trees grew all over the area.  

The eventual decision to use only charred barrels can be attributed to a notoriously frugal 

Kentuckian named Elijah Craig who reused herring barrels to age his whiskey but only after trying 

to torch the smell out first.  The result was a whiskey that was unusually smooth and it soon 

became the way bourbon had to be aged for it to sell.  The aggressive charring creates a thin layer 

of caramelized oak just below the char.  After years of exposure to the oak, the char, and this 

sugary layer, the mostly corn based spirit achieves its famous sweet notes. 

 

    

Clermont, KYClermont, KYClermont, KYClermont, KY.    

 

 

Booker’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Booker’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Booker’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Booker’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…    $12$12$12$12    

 Booker Noe, Jim Beam’s grandson, was the master distiller at Beam until early 2004 when he 

passed on.  This whiskey is teetering close to 130 proof, but intentionally so, as Booker preferred his 

bourbon with an equal measure of water.  This unfiltered, barrel strength bourbon is 7 years old 

on average. 

    

 

Basil HaydeBasil HaydeBasil HaydeBasil Hayden……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….n……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….n……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….n……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….        $9$9$9$9    

 At only 80 proof, this is a mellow one by Beam standards, but the lack of heat is 

compensated for by spice that comes from the high rye content.  This easy-drinker is aged 8 years. 

 

    

Knob Creek…………………………………Knob Creek…………………………………Knob Creek…………………………………Knob Creek……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….…………………………………………………….……………….        $9$9$9$9    

 Named for the place where Abraham Lincoln was born, this is a 9 year old, 100 proof 

bourbon.  The extra-charred barrels mean an intense flavor experience that is intended to be 

reminiscent of pre-Prohibition Era whiskies.  
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Loretto, KYLoretto, KYLoretto, KYLoretto, KY    

    

MakerMakerMakerMaker’’’’s Mark………………………………………………………………………………s Mark………………………………………………………………………………s Mark………………………………………………………………………………s Mark………………………………………………………………………………………..………..………..………..………………….                 ………………….                 ………………….                 ………………….                                                     $9$9$9$9    

    In case you’re wondering, they do individually hand dip every one of these bottles in red 

wax at the distillery in Loretto, KY.  The Samuels family uses no rye in the blend but winter wheat 

instead.  A healthy amount of malted barley adds great complexity to the blend which 

incorporates bourbons between 5 and 7 years of age.  600,000 cases made annually, bottled at 90 

proof. 

    

Frankfort, KYFrankfort, KYFrankfort, KYFrankfort, KY    

    

PappyPappyPappyPappy    Van WiVan WiVan WiVan Winklenklenklenkle        

 These bourbons are now produced at the Buffalo Trace distillery in Frankfort, KY 

according to the family’s original specifications.  Corn, malted barley, and wheat are used for 

their whiskies and it is this use of wheat and not rye for their bourbons that the distillers claim 

gives these spirits their incredible depth and texture. 

 15 yr 107 proof…………………………………………………………………………………………15 yr 107 proof…………………………………………………………………………………………15 yr 107 proof…………………………………………………………………………………………15 yr 107 proof………………………………………………………………………………………………..                   ……..                   ……..                   ……..                           $18$18$18$18    

    20 yr 90.4 proof……………………………………………………………………………………20 yr 90.4 proof……………………………………………………………………………………20 yr 90.4 proof……………………………………………………………………………………20 yr 90.4 proof…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                   .                   .                   .                       $23$23$23$23    

    23 yr 95.6 proo23 yr 95.6 proo23 yr 95.6 proo23 yr 95.6 proof……………………………………………………………………………………………f……………………………………………………………………………………………f……………………………………………………………………………………………f……………………………………………………………………………………………                                                $38$38$38$38    

    

Blanton’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Blanton’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Blanton’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Blanton’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..                                            $10$10$10$10    

This is another single barrel bourbon, the first to be marketed as such, produced at the 

Buffalo Trace Distillery.  The exact proportions of the mash are kept secret and the bourbon is 

always cut down to about 93 proof. 

 

George T. Stagg……………………………………………………………………………George T. Stagg……………………………………………………………………………George T. Stagg……………………………………………………………………………George T. Stagg……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $15………………………………….               $15………………………………….               $15………………………………….               $15    

 This is a most sought after whiskey as there are only 1,500 bottles available this year.  Since 

2002, the Buffalo Trace Distillery has annually released a barrel-strength, uncut, unfiltered 15 

year tribute to one of its founders.  In 2002, this bourbon was 147 proof.  For 2007, it is 140.6 but 

quite drinkable on its own.  The finish is astounding. 

                  

A.H. Hirsch 16yr……………………………………………………………………………………….………A.H. Hirsch 16yr……………………………………………………………………………………….………A.H. Hirsch 16yr……………………………………………………………………………………….………A.H. Hirsch 16yr……………………………………………………………………………………….…………..…..…..…..……….……….……….……….                                        $$$$35353535    

 Pennsylvania used to be home to hundreds of distilleries but the last one, Michter’s in 

Schaefferstown, closed in 1984.  Mr. Hirsch bought the remaining barrels and after aging them to 

16 and 20 years, transferred them to stainless steel vats to halt the aging process.  The 20 yr is 

now gone and when the 16 yr has been completely consumed, Pennsylvania bourbon will be gone for 

good.  The 16 year old is 91.6 proof. 

    

Buffalo Trace “Bourbon and Branch Selection”……………………………………………                      $12Buffalo Trace “Bourbon and Branch Selection”……………………………………………                      $12Buffalo Trace “Bourbon and Branch Selection”……………………………………………                      $12Buffalo Trace “Bourbon and Branch Selection”……………………………………………                      $12    

 If you haven’t made it to San Francisco’s reservations-only speakeasy yet, go visit 

bourbonandbranch.com and make plans to have some of the best drinks to be had anywhere in a 

most beautiful setting.  This barrel of Buffalo Trace bourbon was selected by Todd Smith for use in 

his bourbon cocktails served at BnB.  Bottled at 90 proof, this whiskey is the eponymous release of 

the Buffalo Trace Distillery. 
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VVVVersailles, KYersailles, KYersailles, KYersailles, KY    

(That’s pronounced “Ver-Say-Els,” seriously)    

    

Woodford Reserve…………………………………………………………………Woodford Reserve…………………………………………………………………Woodford Reserve…………………………………………………………………Woodford Reserve………………………………………………………………….……………………………….……………………………….……………………………….………………………………        $9$9$9$9    

 At an average of 7 years, Woodford produces their bourbon from a 70% corn, 18% rye, 

and 12% malted barley mash.  The spirit is triple distilled through three Scottish copper stills and 

then cut with local water down to 90.4 proof.  Located in Versailles, KY in the heart of 

thoroughbred country, the setting is the most dramatic of all the distilleries and certainly 

worth a visit. 

LawrenceLawrenceLawrenceLawrencebubububurg, KYrg, KYrg, KYrg, KY    

    

Four Roses Single Barrel………………………………………………………………………………………….                          $10Four Roses Single Barrel………………………………………………………………………………………….                          $10Four Roses Single Barrel………………………………………………………………………………………….                          $10Four Roses Single Barrel………………………………………………………………………………………….                          $10    

    One of the most recognized bourbons in the world, the Four Roses distillery has been 

producing great whiskeys since the late 19th century. Although it’s changed hands over the years 

from the original Jones Family to Seagram’s in 1943, and then to the Kirin Brewing Company in 2002, 

they’ve held true to Paul Jones Jr.’s original handcrafted recipe. Rich notes of honey and maple 

syrup, with spices of cinnamon and nutmeg make this a great dram. 100 proof. 

    

Bulleit……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                           $9Bulleit……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                           $9Bulleit……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                           $9Bulleit……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                           $9    

 Bulleit Bourbon is made by following the small-batch technique inspired by Augustus Bulleit 

over 150 years ago. Because it is especially high in rye content, it has a bold and spicy character 

with a distinctively smooth, clean finish. 

    

Bardstown, KYBardstown, KYBardstown, KYBardstown, KY    

    

    

    

Elijah Craig 18yr…………………………………………………………………………………….…………Elijah Craig 18yr…………………………………………………………………………………….…………Elijah Craig 18yr…………………………………………………………………………………….…………Elijah Craig 18yr…………………………………………………………………………………….…………........………………………..…..…..…..                                                            $10$10$10$10    

 Master distiller Parker Beam picks out certain 18 year old barrels that he believes to be 

exceptional, cuts them with water, and then sends them straight to the bottling line.  This single 

barrel bourbon is 90 proof and because they can only get 240 bottles from one barrel it might 

taste different the next time that you try it 

 

Old Pogue………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Old Pogue………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Old Pogue………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Old Pogue………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....                                                                                                $10$10$10$10    

 The Old Pogue Distillery has been around since before the Civil War, and has kept the same 

handcrafted recipe in their small batches for five generations. Smooth and subtle, this whiskey 

tastes how a limestone filtered true Kentucky Bourbon should taste.  
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Rye WhiskiesRye WhiskiesRye WhiskiesRye Whiskies    

    

Black Maple HillBlack Maple HillBlack Maple HillBlack Maple Hill    23 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………                        $2523 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………                        $2523 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………                        $2523 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………                        $25        

Experiencing these ryes will show you what extensive patient barrel aging can do to a spicy 

rye whiskey.   While still maintaining all the qualities that one expects from a rye, the extra time in 

barrel has made for great length and complexity.  Bottled at 95 proof. 

    

Old Potrero 18Old Potrero 18Old Potrero 18Old Potrero 18
tttthhhh

    Century Spirit…………………………………………………………………………….                       $12Century Spirit…………………………………………………………………………….                       $12Century Spirit…………………………………………………………………………….                       $12Century Spirit…………………………………………………………………………….                       $12    

 Like Junipero Gin, this whiskey is made at the Anchorsteam brewery in San Francisco.  They 

call it “18
th

 century style whiskey” because early Americans used 100% rye to make their whiskeys 

before they settled more westerly where corn was the staple crop.  They lightly toast, not char, 

their barrels and bottle it at barrel strength, 125.4 proof.  A little water is advisable.     

        

MichterMichterMichterMichter’’’’ssss    

    The Michter’s distillery in Pennsylvania was established in 1753 and closed for good in 1984.  

The original recipe was resurrected by a company out of Bardstown, KY that now produces two 

single barrel ryes.  One has been aged for at least 3 years and the other for 10 years. 

    

    Single Barrel 84.8 prooSingle Barrel 84.8 prooSingle Barrel 84.8 prooSingle Barrel 84.8 proof………………………………………………………………………..                         $12f………………………………………………………………………..                         $12f………………………………………………………………………..                         $12f………………………………………………………………………..                         $12    

    Single Barrel 92.8 proof, 10 yr…………………………………………………………….                          $16Single Barrel 92.8 proof, 10 yr…………………………………………………………….                          $16Single Barrel 92.8 proof, 10 yr…………………………………………………………….                          $16Single Barrel 92.8 proof, 10 yr…………………………………………………………….                          $16    

    

Sazerac 6 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                          $10Sazerac 6 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                          $10Sazerac 6 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                          $10Sazerac 6 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                          $10    

    Known to many as the “Baby Saz”, it stands up to its well known older brother, Sazerac 18 

year. Light notes of peach and brown sugar on the nose, this 90 proof rye finishes surprisingly dry 

and crisp. Wonderful in a Manhattan or Sazerac cocktail.  

 

High West 16 yr…………………………………………High West 16 yr…………………………………………High West 16 yr…………………………………………High West 16 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                          $17………………………………………………………………                          $17………………………………………………………………                          $17………………………………………………………………                          $17    

    This whiskey is from Park City, Utah!    The 16 year is one of the most intensely "ryed" whiskies 

you will ever taste, with a mash bill of 80% rye, 10% corn and 10% barley. Like all High West 

whiskies, the 16 year old is not chill-filtered, which results in a spicy and deliciously rich flavor 

profile that lingers long on the finish. 

 

Hudson Manhattan Rye Whiskey……………………………………………………………………….                           $18Hudson Manhattan Rye Whiskey……………………………………………………………………….                           $18Hudson Manhattan Rye Whiskey……………………………………………………………………….                           $18Hudson Manhattan Rye Whiskey……………………………………………………………………….                           $18 

 Tuthilltown Distillers are bringing back the historic Rye Whiskey for which New York was 

well known till Prohibition put an end to small batch distilling. As well as being the only Rye on 

the market double-distilled from 100% Rye, the whiskey in this bottle is the first legal pot-distilled 

Rye to be produced in New York's Hudson Valley in over 70 years. 
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Other American WhiskeysOther American WhiskeysOther American WhiskeysOther American Whiskeys    

    

    

Jack DanielJack DanielJack DanielJack Daniel’’’’s…………………s…………………s…………………s…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                      $9………………….                      $9………………….                      $9………………….                      $9    

 Who said Frank Sinatra and Slash had nothing in common?  50 years ago only a handful of 

connoisseurs knew of Jack and its list of celebrity endorsements beginning with the Rat Pack have 

made it the most popular whiskey in the country with about four million cases being drunk 

domestically alone each year.  Jack is a bourbon at heart only it is filtered through 10 feet of sugar 

maple charcoal giving it that smoky sweet flavor that can only be called Tennessee whiskey.  86 

proof. 

 

St. George Single Malt……………………………………………………………………St. George Single Malt……………………………………………………………………St. George Single Malt……………………………………………………………………St. George Single Malt…………………………………………………………………….……………………..……………………..……………………..…………………….                                                        $13$13$13$13    

 Made by the same folks that make Hangar One vodkas, this whiskey is made from malted 

barley and aged in French oak barrels from 4 to 7 years.  This is a mild and elegant spirit with an 

unusually pronounced floral nose not commonly found in malt whisky.  Bottled at 86 proof. 

 

Charbay Hop Charbay Hop Charbay Hop Charbay Hop Flavored Whiskey………………………………………….Flavored Whiskey………………………………………….Flavored Whiskey………………………………………….Flavored Whiskey………………………………………….………………………………                            $50………………………………                            $50………………………………                            $50………………………………                            $50    

 This whisky is very delicious and very expensive.  It is also like no other whisky available 

because it begins from the same ingredients that one would make a Scotch whisky from (100% 

malted barley, only flavored with hops) but it is aged like a bourbon (in heavily charred, new 

American oak barrels).  The results are bold flavors and incredible richness.  While this whiskey is 

young (8 years old), the price can be somewhat justified by the fact that it is made in very small 

batches and at great expense.  Bottled at 110 proof in Ukiah , CA. 

 

 

    

    

    



 16

Single Malt ScotchSingle Malt ScotchSingle Malt ScotchSingle Malt Scotch    
 

 About 95% of the whiskies that leave Scotland are blends of single malts from different 

areas and grain whiskies which are used to varying degrees as filler. The better the quality of the 

blend, the higher percentage of single malt (sometimes quite old) is present and the smaller amount 

of grain whisky.  Some inexpensive blended scotches may be as little as 25% malt whiskey.  This 

process allows a bottler to create a consistent product that is his own signature blend.  Single 

malts gain their character from every step in the whisky-making process.  The place in which they 

are made as well as where they are aged can make a noticeable difference as well.  

 Single Malts, to be called such, have to come from one distillery yet may be blended from 

many casks.  The age on the bottle will be the youngest whisky present in the blend.  If there is any 

grain whisky in the blend, it cannot be called single malt.  The term “pure malt” means that it is 

100% malt whisky.  Johnnie Walker Green label is a good example of pure malt while the other 

Walker whiskies are blends.  All single malts are therefore pure malts as well.  Single Malt and 

Blended scotch must be at least 3 years old, distilled in Scotland, but may be bottled elsewhere. 

 At the distillery, the barley will be soaked in hot water for a couple of days causing it to 

germinate.  In traditional distilleries, the barley is then removed from the water and left to 

germinate for up to two weeks on the concrete floor of the distillery.  To arrest the germination, 

many distilleries will dry the barley wholly or partially in large kilns over peat fires.  This gives some 

scotches some degree of that special leather/petrol/smokiness.  Others are dried with wood fires or 

hot dry air for the remainder of the drying stage.  At this point, the barley is milled and then 

soaked again in hot water to yield the sugars necessary for the conversion into alcohol with the 

addition of yeast.  This distiller’s beer called “the wash” is what will be distilled, usually in a two-

part process, and then aged in a particular type of barrel.  Most barrels are used, many coming from 

bourbon distilleries and sometimes from sherry houses, though less so these days.  What goes into 

the final bottling may be a blend of whiskies of the same age but aged in different barrels.  It’s still 

single malt whisky.  One distillery, Glenmorangie, now markets single malts finished in Port, Madeira, 

Sherry, Sauternes, and Burgundy barrels.  Aging beyond 30-40 years is very rare as the oak flavor 

will overwhelm the flavors already present in the whisky.  The source of the water used to make the 

wash and the water used to cut the spirit down to bottle-strength is crucial, as with other spirits.  

Scotland has some very unique water and each stream is different, though the ones running 

through peat produce the most pronounced aromas and can be quite brownish in color.  Like the 

open rickhouses of Kentucky, some barrels are intentionally aged while exposed to the elements.  

Many located close to the sea have a briny/seaweed quality in the nose and mouth.   

 There are four main single malt regions, and the famed Highlands region is further broken 

down into five subdivisions.  The whiskies presented here are meant both to highlight each region 

but also to showcase some older spirits that show what a whiskey can become after extensive time 

in the barrel.  The prices can get steep but it’s important to note that most distilleries sell most of 

their whisky to blenders and they keep a much smaller amount to bottle under their own name.  

Very old barrels are even rarer and therefore command an even higher price. 

 

IslayIslayIslayIslay    

 

 If any scotch whisky tastes like a particular place like no other on earth, it’s an island  

single malt.  Peat and the ocean dominate each whisky, though the level of sweetness will vary from 

bone dry to medium sweet.  There are seven distilleries on the island of Islay and the southern three 

(Ardbeg, Lagavulin, and Laphroaig) dry their barley over heavily peated fires and make their 

distiller’s beer from and cut their spirit down with the brownish water that has run over the peat 

that covers the whole island.  There is often seaweed in the peat which permeates the whisky as well 

as other ocean nuances that come from the salty, wet air that will expand, contract, and sneak 

into every barrel as it slowly ages in the cold weather.  All of Islay’s distilleries are intentionally 

located on the water for this reason.  The northern 4 distilleries (Bowmore is the only one we 

carry) are still very much Islay scotch but the water used is far less peated and the peat fires used 
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to partially dry the malted barley, less influential.  Folks generally despise or adore these scotches 

as they are so robust and unlike anything else in the spirit world.   

 

 

LaphroaiLaphroaiLaphroaiLaphroaig g g g     

 This self-proclaimed “most richly flavored of all Scotch whiskies” is certainly a 

powerhouse aromatically but is smooth in the mouth.  The peat used to produce Laphroaig has a 

high moss and seaweed content that contributes to its uniqueness.  During Prohibition, Laphroaig 

was legally sold in the U.S. as a “medicinal spirit.” 

 10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………      $10………………      $10………………      $10………………      $10    

    18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….     $2518 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….     $2518 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….     $2518 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….     $25    

        

    

LaphroaLaphroaLaphroaLaphroaiiiig 10 yr, Chateau Margaux Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling………g 10 yr, Chateau Margaux Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling………g 10 yr, Chateau Margaux Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling………g 10 yr, Chateau Margaux Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling………                    $16$16$16$16    

    Not unlike its cousin from the Laphroaig Distillery, this whiskey has its share of peat, salty 

brine and iodine characteristics. However, the several months spent in hand selected Chateau 

Margaux casks has lent a deep note of ripe fruit, with a buttery finish.     

    

    

Lagavulin 16 yr……………………………Lagavulin 16 yr……………………………Lagavulin 16 yr……………………………Lagavulin 16 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………            …………………………………………………………….………………            …………………………………………………………….………………            …………………………………………………………….………………            $17$17$17$17    

 The ocean is definitely present in this smoky whisky that has a touch of sweetness but also 

wonderful spice and length from the many years in the barrel. 

 

Caol Ila 8 yr, Ridge Zinfandel Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…………Caol Ila 8 yr, Ridge Zinfandel Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…………Caol Ila 8 yr, Ridge Zinfandel Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…………Caol Ila 8 yr, Ridge Zinfandel Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…………….….….….…………………………………………....…………....                                                $12$12$12$12    

    A new realease from the Murray McDavid series, the zinfandel casks used to finish this peaty 

islay scotch come from our own backyard in Sonoma County from Ridge vineyards, lending a 

surprisingly complex and fruity flavor profile to such a young scotch. 

    

Caol Ila 14 yr, Sherry CaCaol Ila 14 yr, Sherry CaCaol Ila 14 yr, Sherry CaCaol Ila 14 yr, Sherry Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………………sk Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………………sk Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………………sk Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………………....                                            $15$15$15$15    

    Jim McEwan brings yet another prized single malt from Caol Ila, this one finished in Spanish 

sherry casks, and cut down with Scottish spring water to 92 proof. Notes of burnt orange, 

yellow gorse and honeysuckle linger behind. 

 

Bowmore 1995, Bourbon/ Viogner Cask Finish, MurrayBowmore 1995, Bourbon/ Viogner Cask Finish, MurrayBowmore 1995, Bourbon/ Viogner Cask Finish, MurrayBowmore 1995, Bourbon/ Viogner Cask Finish, Murray    McDavid …………………..            McDavid …………………..            McDavid …………………..            McDavid …………………..            $12$12$12$12    

    Although this classic malt shows characteristics of its Islay terroir, the finish is slightly 

sweet with notes of hazelnut, toast, and passion fruit. This 11 year old whiskey has been bottled at 

46% ABV.  

 

Bunnahabhain 10 yr, Port Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………Bunnahabhain 10 yr, Port Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………Bunnahabhain 10 yr, Port Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………Bunnahabhain 10 yr, Port Cask Finish, Murray McDavid Bottling…………………                                                $13$13$13$13    

    Heavy peat is present in this classic islay whiskey, yet the port cask finish weaves the cigars 

and brine into butterscotch and raisin scones, just like what your Scottish grandmother used to 

make.  

 

Bunnahabhain 18 yr………………………………………………………Bunnahabhain 18 yr………………………………………………………Bunnahabhain 18 yr………………………………………………………Bunnahabhain 18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                $20$20$20$20    

    Master Distiller John MacLillan showcases    his ability to produce an amazing Islay single 

malt without the use of heavy smoked peat. This delightful, beautifully balanced whiskey reveals 

toasty sherried nuts and rich toffee, with slight traces of sea-induced salty tang.  Superb.  

    

 

CampbeltownCampbeltownCampbeltownCampbeltown    

 

 During the 18
th

 century, there were three dozen distilleries in the Campbeltown region.  

Now there are only two, with a third about to reopen soon.  The area has been known to produce 

some of most complex and intricately balanced whiskies from all of Scotland.  Campbeltown exists 
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on an exposed, coastal location only 20 miles southeast of Islay and the ocean makes itself known 

in the local spirits.  Peat, however, is far more understated in both Springbank and Glen Scotia’s 

whiskies as a peat fire will be used to arrest germination for perhaps five or six hours and then dry, 

hot air finishes the job for an additional 24 hours. 

 

    

    

Springbank 15 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Springbank 15 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Springbank 15 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Springbank 15 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………    $22$22$22$22    

 This whisky is run through a series of three copper stills, though the maker says its only 2 

½ times distilled.  This 15 year old is aged mostly in bourbon casks and is on the sweet side with a bit 

of saltiness, citrus, and soft peat.  Many regard this as one of the greatest single malts available. 

                     

    

    

    

    

HighlandsHighlandsHighlandsHighlands    

 

  

The Highlands region encompasses a huge part of Scotland and is home to most of its distilleries 

and certainly its most famous.  There are a handful of so-called “island malts” from Jura, Skye, and 

the Orkneys which tend to resemble Islays, though milder ones, and also many more that exist 

between Speyside and the Lowlands that vary in design.  Even in Speyside, where over half of the 

distilleries in Scotland exist in an area about the size of Napa Valley, there are huge stylistic 

differences.  The Speyside single malts are certainly the sweetest of all, though the weight and body 

is not uniform throughout.  The use of different types of barrels takes a central role in whisky 

production here, and these whiskies have great ageability.  Speyside produces the most highly 

perfumed of all malts (uber-peated ones excluded) which can release a spectrum floral and fruit 

aromas that mingle with varying degrees of peat and wood influence.  There are many water 

sources running through this region and the characteristics that each imparts to its whisky are 

unique. 

 

SSSSpeysidepeysidepeysidepeyside    

        

    

 

 

Old Masters Craggenmore 13 yr, Cask Strength………………………………..…….....                $18Old Masters Craggenmore 13 yr, Cask Strength………………………………..…….....                $18Old Masters Craggenmore 13 yr, Cask Strength………………………………..…….....                $18Old Masters Craggenmore 13 yr, Cask Strength………………………………..…….....                $18    

    James MacArthur’s hand crafted whiskey is best served with a few drops of water, allowing 

the fresh citrus nose to breathe. Bottled at 122 proof, this pale single malt finishes clean and 

grassy dry. 

 

Cragganmore 1993 Chateau Haut Brion Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…                $17Cragganmore 1993 Chateau Haut Brion Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…                $17Cragganmore 1993 Chateau Haut Brion Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…                $17Cragganmore 1993 Chateau Haut Brion Cask Finish, Murray McDavid…                $17    

    Only 500 bottles were made of this 15 year old scotch after ageing in bourbon barrels and 

finishing in Chateau Haut Brion    casks. The warm notes of vanilla, dry smoke and caramel are 

matched with notes of blackberries, cherries and liquorices.  

    

Glenrothes 1972…………………………………………………………………………………………Glenrothes 1972…………………………………………………………………………………………Glenrothes 1972…………………………………………………………………………………………Glenrothes 1972………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..……..……..…..        …..        …..        …..                                        $$$$50505050 

 This amber colored whisky is very special having spent 32 years in barrel.  This whisky is full 

of rich, medium sweet, subtle peat aromas and complex flavors that last and last.  This is the very 

last of the 1972 vintage available so enjoy this one while we still have some!    
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Glenfiddich 12 yrGlenfiddich 12 yrGlenfiddich 12 yrGlenfiddich 12 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………..…………………………….………..…………………………….………..…………………………….………..        $12$12$12$12    

 This is a very pale straw colored whisky that is light bodied and has sweet flavors that 

linger.  Delicate peat and fruit aromas, this is considered a very accessible single malt – the reason 

for its huge success. 

 

    

Glenlivet 12 yr…Glenlivet 12 yr…Glenlivet 12 yr…Glenlivet 12 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………    $10$10$10$10    

 Golden-orange in color with light floral aromas, the mouthfeel of well integrated 

tannins and medium dryness make for a lengthy finish. 

    

    

MacallanMacallanMacallanMacallan            

 The use of sherry barrels is evident in all of Macallan’s whiskies.  This allows for a 

luxurious and rich mouthfeel to develop over time in the barrel.  For an even bolder experience try 

their cask strength at almost 60% abv made from whiskies aged in 1
st

 and 2
nd

 fill sherry butts or 

perhaps a 15 year old “fine oak,” which involves a blend of spirits aged in both sherry and bourbon 

casks.  

 Macallan 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Macallan 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Macallan 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Macallan 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………        $12$12$12$12    

    Macallan 18 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………                 $28Macallan 18 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………                 $28Macallan 18 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………                 $28Macallan 18 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………                 $28    

    

    

            

    

Aberlour 10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Aberlour 10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Aberlour 10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………Aberlour 10 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                 ………………                 ………………                 ………………                 $12$12$12$12    

    A light to medium bodied single malt that possesses fruit, spice, and sherry ntes in the nose 

and mouth.  No peat is evident and the finish is warm. 

 

    

    

    

Highland Island MaltsHighland Island MaltsHighland Island MaltsHighland Island Malts    

 

    

Isle of Arran 11 yr, Sherry Cask Finish, Murray McDIsle of Arran 11 yr, Sherry Cask Finish, Murray McDIsle of Arran 11 yr, Sherry Cask Finish, Murray McDIsle of Arran 11 yr, Sherry Cask Finish, Murray McDavid……………………………..                $12avid……………………………..                $12avid……………………………..                $12avid……………………………..                $12    

    From the tiny, most southerly Scottish island of Arran comes a beautiful, most 

unexpectedly soft whiskey. Tasting of fresh figs, stewed apples and apricot jam, it finishes long and 

dry. 

    

Isle of Jura 10 yr…………………………………Isle of Jura 10 yr…………………………………Isle of Jura 10 yr…………………………………Isle of Jura 10 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….………    $10$10$10$10    

 Just northeast of Islay is Jura, and it possesses only one distillery.  This light colored 

whisky resembles northern Islay single malt with its dryness but lacks the intense peat in the nose. 

  

Highland Park 1Highland Park 1Highland Park 1Highland Park 18888    yr………………………yr………………………yr………………………yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….        $15$15$15$15    

 The world’s northernmost distillery can be found in the Orkney Islands, a most 

inhospitable environment.  Like other island malts, the exposure to salt air is evident, local peat is 

used (lots of heather in this peat), and the whisky is on the dry side.  

 

Talisker 10 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..Talisker 10 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..Talisker 10 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..Talisker 10 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..        $12$12$12$12    

 The Isle of Skye is about 100 miles north of Islay and the Talisker distillery, the only one in 

the area, produces very dry and peaty whiskies. 
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     Other Highland MaltsOther Highland MaltsOther Highland MaltsOther Highland Malts 

    

    

Glenmorangie 10 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie 10 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie 10 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie 10 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………..        $12$12$12$12    

 This is the best selling single malt in Scotland.  The color is pale gold, the peat is soft, the 

aromatics floral, and a touch of sweetness is present in the finish. 

    

Glenmorangie Portwood Finsh 12 yr………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie Portwood Finsh 12 yr………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie Portwood Finsh 12 yr………………………………………………………………..Glenmorangie Portwood Finsh 12 yr………………………………………………………………..        $12$12$12$12    

 After being aged in American Oak for most of its journey, this single malt spends a few years 

in a used Ruby Port barrel.  The effect is interesting; the color reddens a bit more, a hint of red wine 

can be detected and a good amount of spice. 

 

Oban 14 yr…………………………………………………………………………………Oban 14 yr…………………………………………………………………………………Oban 14 yr…………………………………………………………………………………Oban 14 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                $15……………………………….                $15……………………………….                $15……………………………….                $15    

    Very popular with young scotch drinkers, this western highland malt is a little smoky with 

medium sweetness and nice spice. 

 

Glengoyne 17yr…………………………………………………………………………………Glengoyne 17yr…………………………………………………………………………………Glengoyne 17yr…………………………………………………………………………………Glengoyne 17yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. ….. ….. …..                                                             $15$15$15$15    

 This distillery is located right on the border between the Highland and Lowland regions 

and produces whiskies that are generally medium sweet and involve absolutely no peat at any stage 

in the distilling process.  This rather viscous whisky shows lots of oak influence and great length. 
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BBBBlended Scotch Whiskylended Scotch Whiskylended Scotch Whiskylended Scotch Whisky    

 

 The success of blended whiskies in general can be attributed mainly to the economics of 

production.  The practice of blending inexpensive, young grain whiskies, traditionally coming from 

the lowlands, with inexpensive, more complex malt whiskies makes for better profits.  The malt 

whiskies are purchased at the stage when they’re ready to drink but are blended instead.  There 

might be dozens of kinds of whiskies in any given blend but the higher the quantity of single malt, the 

more complex and intense the blend would be.  The first successful blenders are names that still 

appear on store shelves today.  In the early 18
th

 century in England, cognac was preferred because 

of its refined flavor and consistency which was quite unlike scotch whisky available in those days.  

Blended scotch was first an attempt to mimic cognac using local spirits.  There is a common saying 

in the world of making certain spirits: “Distilling is a science.   Blending is an art.”  This applies to 

cognac and blended whisky in particular in which so many spirits of such distinctive flavor profiles, 

aromatics, and costs must be married to produce a product that is consistent in every bottle. 

Unfortunately, other additives often end up in these blends as well and are permitted, by law, to be 

used in certain amounts.  Caramel is the most common in whisky-making and is added to impart a 

more golden color and sweeter character.  

 

Johnnie Walker Red…………………………Johnnie Walker Red…………………………Johnnie Walker Red…………………………Johnnie Walker Red………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………..        $9$9$9$9    

 This is the most popular whisky in the world and is famous for its mellow flavor and soft 

smokiness, achieved by blending three dozen whiskies, one of which is Talisker. 

 

JoJoJoJohnnie Walker Black……………………hnnie Walker Black……………………hnnie Walker Black……………………hnnie Walker Black…………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….        $10$10$10$10    

 All of the forty or so single malts blended into black label are at least 12 years old and 

help to create this smooth smoky classic with a fruity nose and long finish.    

  

Johnnie Walker Gold………Johnnie Walker Gold………Johnnie Walker Gold………Johnnie Walker Gold………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    $16$16$16$16    

 This is a blend of fifteen single malts that are all at least 18 years old.  This is a creamier 

whisky with nice spice that many prefer after dinner and served very cold. 

 

Johnnie Walker Blue……………………………………………………………………Johnnie Walker Blue……………………………………………………………………Johnnie Walker Blue……………………………………………………………………Johnnie Walker Blue……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………….………………………….………………………….        $38$38$38$38    

 Only the oldest and rarest single malts are used in this blend of 16 malts and it might best be 

described as having all the aspects of a Walker whisky but even more complex. 

 

Grants………………………………………………Grants………………………………………………Grants………………………………………………Grants……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….……    $8$8$8$8    

 This is essentially a blended version of Glenfiddich that has a similar mellow, sweeter, and 

slightly smoky nature.  This is our well scotch. 

 

Chivas 12 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Chivas 12 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Chivas 12 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Chivas 12 yr……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………    $$$$10101010    

 Round and fairly creamy with an herbal honey nose, this has been a popular choice 

amongst scotch drinkers who like a lighter blend with little smokiness. 

 

J & B……………………………………………………J & B……………………………………………………J & B……………………………………………………J & B……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………    $9$9$9$9    

 This is a blend of Speyside single malts and grain whiskies which join together to make this 

blend sweet, smooth, and light on the palate. 

 

Dewar’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Dewar’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Dewar’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…Dewar’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…        $9$9$9$9    

 This is the most popular scotch domestically.  It is medium bodied with a sweet flavor, dry 

finish, and fruity nose with a little smoke. 

 

Dewar’Dewar’Dewar’Dewar’s 12 yrs 12 yrs 12 yrs 12 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..……..……...                  $12.                  $12.                  $12.                  $12    

Just as smooth as its white labeled cousin, Dewar’s 12 year has an added richness from being 

double aged in vintage oak casks.  
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Irish WhiskeyIrish WhiskeyIrish WhiskeyIrish Whiskey    
 

 Whether the Scots or the Irish first made whiskey (its spelled with an “e” in Ireland and the 

U.S., without the “e” in Scotland and Canada) is still debated today.  The methods of making whiskey 

in each place are very similar with the one notable exception being that most single malts from 

Scotland are distilled twice in copper pot stills while Irish single malts are distilled three times.  

This triple distillation does make for smoother whiskey in the end though it also will have less 

cogeners.  There is also a lack of smokiness and peat in almost all Irish whiskies due the Irish drying 

their malt in closed kilns, making them very un-scotch like from the first whiff.  As with Scotland, 

the most popular brands are blends, though a small amount of single malts are produced each year.   

 

Midleton…………………………………………Midleton…………………………………………Midleton…………………………………………Midleton…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22………………………………………………………………………….              $22………………………………………………………………………….              $22………………………………………………………………………….              $22    

    The is the Midleton Distillery’s (John Jameson and Son’s) most rare and sought after blend 

of older whiskies from Co. Cork.  Only 50 casks are bottled each year and most of stays near home.  

This is the 2004 bottling, 80 proof....    

    

JamesonJamesonJamesonJameson’s…………………………………………………………………………………’s…………………………………………………………………………………’s…………………………………………………………………………………’s…………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….….………….………………….….………….………………….….………….………………….….        $9$9$9$9    

 This brand is only 37 years old, though whiskey has been made at the distillery for some 

time.  Aged 5 to 7 years, Jameson is mellow and sweet, classic Irish whiskey.  

    

RedbrRedbrRedbrRedbreast 12yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $12east 12yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $12east 12yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $12east 12yr………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                 $12    

 Made at Midleton Distillery in County Cork, this particular Redbreast is “pure-pot 

distilled” three times and is mild and warm like a good Irish Whiskey should be and has gained good 

complexity from 12 years in a bourbon barrel. 

    

Power’s…………………………………………………Power’s…………………………………………………Power’s…………………………………………………Power’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….….…………………………………………….………………….….…………………………………………….………………….….…………………………………………….………………….….        $9$9$9$9    

 This is the favorite of the Irish people, going strictly by numbers.  Aged for five to six years 

in only bourbon casks, Power’s is warm and full bodied. 

 

Connemara 12yr………………………………Connemara 12yr………………………………Connemara 12yr………………………………Connemara 12yr……………………………………………………………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………....                                                        $22$22$22$22    

 While this is a traditional, triple distilled whiskey, it is a single malt as well.  Additionally, 

the malted barley is partially dried over a peat fire.  The result; a very dry, Islay-like, 12 year old Irish 

whiskey. 

 

TyrconnelTyrconnelTyrconnelTyrconnell Single Maltl Single Maltl Single Maltl Single Malt……………………………………………………………………………………..                  $9……………………………………………………………………………………..                  $9……………………………………………………………………………………..                  $9……………………………………………………………………………………..                  $9    

 The Tyrconnell label was very popular in the U.S. before prohibition, especially in New York 

City (go figure) where a big ad used to reside in Yankee Stadium.  The brand died off but was 

resurrected in 1994 at the Cooley Distillery, Co. Louth where Connemara is made as well.  This is a  

single malt, which is unusual for Irish Whiskey.  Smooth and warm in the mouth. 

    

Bushmill’s…………………………………Bushmill’s…………………………………Bushmill’s…………………………………Bushmill’s……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..…………………………………………………………….…………………..…………………………………………………………….…………………..…………………………………………………………….…………………..    $$$$9999    

 This whiskey from Northern Ireland first got its license in 1608.  Unpeated but for the 

subtle peat in their water, Bushmills malted barley whiskies are aged a minimum of 5 years in bourbon 

and sherry casks, and then blended with unmalted barley whiskies. 
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Canadian WhiskyCanadian WhiskyCanadian WhiskyCanadian Whisky    
 

 The fascinating story of Canadian whisky cannot be told without mentioning the 

Bronfman brothers.  Harry and Samuel were sons of Russian Jewish immigrants living in 

Saskatchewan in the early part of the 20
th

 century, making fake Scotch whisky because it 

commanded a higher price than anything other liquor short of cognac.  They bought a legal 

distillery in Canada during the period of U.S. Prohibition with the specific intention of capitalizing 

on the American predicament but also to sell their product legally once it was over.  This 

distillery, named Seagram’s, was already an established Canadian blended whisky brand by the time 

the Bronfman brothers bought it.  They continued to manufacture fake Scotch and real Canadian 

whisky while importing real Scotch to be illegally sold in the U.S. along with their other whiskies.  

These ventures along with others that included hotels and brothels made them incredibly rich 

even before they went legit in 1933 when Prohibition ended. 

 Their Seagram’s distillery had been making good quality grain based spirits (mostly rye, 

unlike bourbon which is mostly corn) for awhile and people had become fond of  Seagram’s gin, 

bourbon, and other whiskies like rye and V.O. (very own).  Seagram’s was being asked for by name.  

Once Prohibition was over, it was going to take a few years for the U.S. bourbon business to restart 

considering that the spirits needed to be aged a minimum of 2 years.  The Bronfmams had stockpiles of 

blended Canadian whisky to send to the thirsty Americans, and it was cheaper than real Scottish 

scotch.  This made them even more money and the brothers began buying distilleries in the U.S. and 

later further abroad.  This is why today Seagram’s 7 is made here in the U.S. and Crown Royal and 

others are from Canada.  These are some of their most popular brands to have survived to the 

present: 

 

Seagram’s V.O. ………………………………Seagram’s V.O. ………………………………Seagram’s V.O. ………………………………Seagram’s V.O. ……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….…………    $9$9$9$9    

 Launched before the Bronfmans owned the distillery, this slightly sour, mellow rye based 

whisky was originally a blend of the Seagram family’s “Very Own” reserve stocks.   

 

Crown Royal……………………………………………………Crown Royal……………………………………………………Crown Royal……………………………………………………Crown Royal……………………………………………………………………………………………….………….………………………………………….………….………………………………………….………….………………………………………….………….        $9$9$9$9        

 First released in 1939 to celebrate a British royal visit to Canada, this is Canada’s best 

seller in the U.S..  This a nicely balanced spirit with soft influences of toasted oak 

 

Seagram’s 7……………………………………………………………………………………………….Seagram’s 7……………………………………………………………………………………………….Seagram’s 7……………………………………………………………………………………………….Seagram’s 7……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………        $8$8$8$8    

 This American blend is made from Midwestern corn, barley, and rye based whiskies aged at 

least 4 years.  It is similar to bourbon with respect to aromatics but far less sweet and rich. 
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Tequila and MescalTequila and MescalTequila and MescalTequila and Mescal    
 

 The popularity of good quality Tequila in recent years has shifted this spirit’s reputation 

from something one stomachs repeatedly during a fraternity hazing to a drink worthy of a snifter.  

The history of tequila goes back to the days of the Aztecs who would drink the fermented juice of 

agave plants to heal the sick and pregnant and also consume in religious ceremonies.  This mildly 

alcoholic drink was known as pulque and became popular with Spanish conquistadors when they 

arrived in the 16
th

 century.  Along with diseases, oppression, and slavery, the Spanish also brought 

with them the art of distillation.  Over time, this pulque would be distilled and become a crude 

version of what we call tequila and mescal today.  Tequila is a town as well as a legal term for a 

liquor made from the Weber blue agave plant in a very specific fashion from any one of five Mexican 

states, usually Jalisco.  Mescal refers to a Oaxacan spirit made from any one of the many species of 

the agave plant, or a mix of several types, commonly called magueys.   

 Making tequila begins with growing the blue agaves for 8 to 12 years until they reach 

maturity.  There is a certain ripeness based on sugar levels inside the plant that growers are 

looking for.  Cutting the plant when it is young or allowing it to bolt will not provide for good 

juice.  When the plant is ready to be harvested, it is chopped at the base and all of the large spiky 

leaves are sliced off so that it resembles a round pineapple weighing between 75 and 150 pounds.  It 

will take over 10 pounds of this “pina” to make one bottle of spirit.  The pinas are then chopped into 

pieces and sent to the ovens for slow roasting which will cause much of the starches to convert 

to fermentable sugars.  With mescal, the pinas are actually smoked and this is quite evident in the 

nose.  This process yields agua miel, the agave juice which is then fermented and prepared for 

distillation.  If the tequila is going to be 100% blue agave, only yeast is added.  If it is going to be a 

mixto, sugar in one form or another is also added as a filler that will be converted by the yeast as 

well.  Mixtos are less pure, less expensive, and less prized tequilas.  Tequilas are then usually double 

pot-distilled and ready for either bottling or aging. 

 There are four grades of tequila.  One of them, gold tequila, is not the best.  It is actually 

quite the opposite.  A gold tequila is a mixto that has all kinds of additives in it, including caramel 

and grain whisky which can often make up to 40% of what’s in the bottle.  The genuine 100% blue 

agave tequilas will say exactly that on the label and cannot say so by law if anything else is in 

there.  What to look for next is one of three words which is going to tell you how long the 

tequila has been aged in American oak barrels which smoothes it out and steer the aromatics from 

floral to oaky.  Silver or plata tequila has not been aged at all in a barrel and will retain its ripe, 

natural agave smells and have no color.  Reposado or “rested” tequila has spent between three and 

twelve months in a barrel and will be become slightly oaky, lose some of its fresh aromas, and attain 

some light straw coloration.  Anejo or “old” tequila are 1 to 4 years old and will be even more 

golden with lots of vanilla, oak, and complexity.  Tequila doesn’t age well beyond five years because 

of the nature of the spirit and the effect of the hot Mexican climate on the aging barrels.  Tequila 

aficionados tend to like silver tequilas for their mixed drinks and the aged reposados and anejos 
for sipping.  There are, however, certainly no rules with tequila. 

  

    

        

                                                                    

 

Los Altos, JaliscoLos Altos, JaliscoLos Altos, JaliscoLos Altos, Jalisco    

 

EspolonEspolonEspolonEspolon    

 This small estate is owned by the Plascencia family and is just under 10 years old.  While the 

brand may be a newcomer, many regard these tequilas as some of the finest examples available. 

     

    Espolon Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………….Espolon Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………….Espolon Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………….Espolon Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………….    $11$11$11$11    

    Espolon Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Espolon Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Espolon Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Espolon Anejo……………………………………………………………………………………………………    $12$12$12$12    
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Don JulioDon JulioDon JulioDon Julio    

    Julio Gonzales Estrada started his first distillery over 60 years ago when he was only 17 

years old.  While the brand is just over ten years old, the distiller’s decades of experience is quite 

evident in all of his tequilas. 

 Don Julio PDon Julio PDon Julio PDon Julio Plata…………………………………………………………………………………………lata…………………………………………………………………………………………lata…………………………………………………………………………………………lata…………………………………………………………………………………………    $10$10$10$10    

    Don Julio Reposado………………………………………………………………………………….Don Julio Reposado………………………………………………………………………………….Don Julio Reposado………………………………………………………………………………….Don Julio Reposado………………………………………………………………………………….    $11$11$11$11    

    Don Julio Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Don Julio Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Don Julio Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………Don Julio Anejo…………………………………………………………………………………………    $12$12$12$12    

    Don Julio Anejo 1942………………………………………………………………………………..              $Don Julio Anejo 1942………………………………………………………………………………..              $Don Julio Anejo 1942………………………………………………………………………………..              $Don Julio Anejo 1942………………………………………………………………………………..              $30303030    

     

TamaulipasTamaulipasTamaulipasTamaulipas    

 

ChinacoChinacoChinacoChinaco    

 This is the only tequila from this Mexican state yet has become one of the most recognized 

in terms of outstanding quality.  First appearing in the 1980’s and then disappearing for a few years, 

Chinaco is now available again and as good as ever. 

 Chinaco Plata…………Chinaco Plata…………Chinaco Plata…………Chinaco Plata………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….        $10$10$10$10    

    Chinaco Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………..Chinaco Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………..Chinaco Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………..Chinaco Reposado…………………………………………………………………………………..        $11$11$11$11    

        

    

 

OaxacaOaxacaOaxacaOaxaca    

 

Del MagueyDel MagueyDel MagueyDel Maguey    

 These are mezcals that are incredibly complex and worm free.  The two that we offer are 

from the high tropics (8,000 ft) and burst with fruit aromas and smokiness.  The name denotes the 

village from which the plants are harvested.  The experience of hand crafted mescals like these 

involves smoky and fresh agave aromas and flavors. 

 San Luis Del Rio……………………………………………………………………………………San Luis Del Rio……………………………………………………………………………………San Luis Del Rio……………………………………………………………………………………San Luis Del Rio……………………………………………………………………………………........................…….…….…….…….    $16$16$16$16    

                                                                Minero……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….         $16Minero……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….         $16Minero……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….         $16Minero……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….         $16    

    Chichicapa………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         $16Chichicapa………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         $16Chichicapa………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         $16Chichicapa………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         $16    

    

Del Maguey Crema de Mezcal……………………………………………………………………………………..         $12Del Maguey Crema de Mezcal……………………………………………………………………………………..         $12Del Maguey Crema de Mezcal……………………………………………………………………………………..         $12Del Maguey Crema de Mezcal……………………………………………………………………………………..         $12    

    Crema de Mezcal is a combination of Del Maguey’s San Luis Del Rio Mezcal, and 10% Miel de 

Maguey (syrup of the roasted agave plant). Double distilled, this lightly sweet libation is soft but 

generous in flavors; delicious by itself after dinner or in a margarita with nothing but fresh lime 

juice.  

    

Los Danzantes………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         Los Danzantes………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         Los Danzantes………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         Los Danzantes………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..         $12$12$12$12    

    This mescal has been aged 5 years in French white oak barrels and is classified as Añejo.  It is 

smooth and mellow with a gentle finish and makes for an excellent after-dinner dram. 
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                            RumRumRumRum 

 

The colonization of the New World was driven primarily by the European lust for gold but 

also by the European sweet tooth.  The history of rum is indeed a dark one, with millions of people 

being forcibly removed from western Africa and enslaved, most of them brought to sugar 

plantations in the Caribbean Area.  Apparently it was one of these slaves who first drank some of 

the liquid around old molasses that had naturally fermented and got that funny feeling.  Rum is 

made from one of many by-products of the sugar manufacturing process.  Almost all rum is made 

from molasses which is generated in huge quantities at sugar plantations all over the Caribbean.  

As the area was being settled and exploited, Europeans brought their distillation techniques with 

them including both the traditional alembic double distillation method and later by way of the 

continuous Coffey still.   

After distillation, the clear high proof spirit can be aged in oak casks for various periods 

of time before being blended, much like a cognac, with rums of different ages.  Often caramel or 

sugar syrup is added back in the final blend for color and/or to smooth it out.  This sugar syrup, 

which is brown and viscous, has more recently been used as the distillate instead of molasses as many 

believe it makes for a more sophisticated and complex final product.  

 In Martinique, something interesting occurred.  For many years, this French colony and 

others had been supplementing the French brandy market which had suffered near-total 

devastation with the vine disease oidium in the 1850’s and phylloxera in the 1880’s.  When the new 

vines began to produce fruit again and rum demand slipped a bit, the price that the cane farmers had 

been getting for their product went down.  Because of this predicament, there was a lot of extra 

cane around.  For quite some time, the farmers of Martinique had been making a juice from crushed 

cane and used it to flavor drinks and to cook with.  Some of it had sometimes been distilled into 

rhum agricole, a very fresh, aromatic spirit that more closely resembled the plant than rhum de 
melasse (molasses).  This new spirit could also be aged in oak casks to mellow it out and add oak 

nuances.  In the late 1800’s agricole rum production went into full swing to utilize all the extra 

cane.  Once some of it was marketed abroad, this new rum caught on with overseas consumers and 

Martinique soon began to establish its own distilleries and gradually sold less and less cane to 

sugar factories.  During World Wars I and II, French brandy production suffered again for obvious 

reasons and rhum agricole found even more fans including troops who received it in their rations.  

Eventually, to protect this unique product, the French government gave Martinique Appellation 

D’origine Controlee (AOC) status. 

 

Martinique (Rhum Agricole AOC)Martinique (Rhum Agricole AOC)Martinique (Rhum Agricole AOC)Martinique (Rhum Agricole AOC)    

  

Neisson Blanc Coeur de Canne……………………………………………………………………………Neisson Blanc Coeur de Canne……………………………………………………………………………Neisson Blanc Coeur de Canne……………………………………………………………………………Neisson Blanc Coeur de Canne……………………………………………………………………………        $8$8$8$8    

 This estate grown, unaged rum is the “heart of the cane.”  This rum is copper-column 

distilled and throws off lots of floral blossom and fresh cane aromas.  Full bodied and smooth 

despite being bottled at 100 proof. 

 

Neisson Eleve Sous Bois…………………………………………………………………………………………Neisson Eleve Sous Bois…………………………………………………………………………………………Neisson Eleve Sous Bois…………………………………………………………………………………………Neisson Eleve Sous Bois…………………………………………………………………………………………        $10$10$10$10    

 This is the Coeur de Canne that has been aged for at least 18 months in 20,000 liter French 

oak vats.  While maintaining much of the fresh aromas of unaged rum, vanilla and smoke come into 

play from the barrel aging.  Bottled at 100 proof. 

 

La Favorite Vieux……………………………………………………………………………………………….……La Favorite Vieux……………………………………………………………………………………………….……La Favorite Vieux……………………………………………………………………………………………….……La Favorite Vieux……………………………………………………………………………………………….……    $12$12$12$12    

 This older rum is made from agricole rums aged at least 3 years.  Dark brown in color with 

French oak spices, cooked fruit, and meant for a snifter. 

    

Rhum J.M. Vieux V.S.O.P…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $14Rhum J.M. Vieux V.S.O.P…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $14Rhum J.M. Vieux V.S.O.P…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $14Rhum J.M. Vieux V.S.O.P…………………………………………………………………………………………..                $14 

                One of the few rhums in the world to claim a terroir, as the sugar cane is grown in a unique 

microclimate in volcanic soil on the slope of Mt Pelee on a sloping field on a single estate, all 
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contributing to finishes of warming, palate-enveloping fades of fruit, nuts, and rich peppery spices. A 

delicious and intriguing dark rum.  

    

JamaicaJamaicaJamaicaJamaica    

 

Myers Rum…………………………………………Myers Rum…………………………………………Myers Rum…………………………………………Myers Rum……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….    $9$9$9$9    

 This is made from 100% Jamaican molasses and has all of the sweet, burnt sugar notes that 

you would expect along with clove and chocolate.  The color comes from oak aging and caramel. 

 

BarbadosBarbadosBarbadosBarbados    

 

Mt Gay………………………………………………Mt Gay………………………………………………Mt Gay………………………………………………Mt Gay……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….……    $9$9$9$9    

 This is supposedly the oldest rum brand in the world, founded in the 1660’s.  Mt Gay is 

molasses-based and flavored with a little sherry, prune wine, and caramel added for color. 

 

BermBermBermBermudaudaudauda    

    

Goslings……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $9Goslings……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $9Goslings……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $9Goslings……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $9    

    One of the tastiest Drinks you’ll ever have is a dark n’ stormy, the national drink of 

Bermuda. It’s one shot of the molasses-based gosling’s topped with ginger beer. We can make you one 

here. 

 

                     

    

United StatesUnited StatesUnited StatesUnited States    

 

Charbay RumCharbay RumCharbay RumCharbay Rum    

 The folks at Charbay recently used their alembic pot still to distill some homemade cane 

syrup.  The clear version is floral and smooth.  The Tahitian vanilla bean infused version is full of 

tobacco aromas and is great by itself on ice. 

 Clear Cane………………………Clear Cane………………………Clear Cane………………………Clear Cane………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                            $10$10$10$10    

    Tahitian Vanilla Bean……………Tahitian Vanilla Bean……………Tahitian Vanilla Bean……………Tahitian Vanilla Bean……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………             $10………             $10………             $10………             $10    

    

    

    

 

                        BrazilBrazilBrazilBrazil    

    

Sagatiba Cachaca…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$12Sagatiba Cachaca…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$12Sagatiba Cachaca…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$12Sagatiba Cachaca…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$12    

    Often comparable to rum, cachaca is distilled straight from fresh pressed sugar cane juice, 

with no additives or colorings, which maintains the bright, fresh, lively characteristics of its main 

ingredient. Cachaça is the key ingredient in the caipirinha, Brazil’s famed lime and sugar cocktail. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 28

And Now FAnd Now FAnd Now FAnd Now For Something Completely Different . . .or Something Completely Different . . .or Something Completely Different . . .or Something Completely Different . . .    

    

 Murray McDavid are long-time independent single malt scotch bottlers.  These folks buy 

single barrels from individual distilleries in Scotland, age them as they see fit, and then frequently 

“finish” them in used wine barrels for a couple of months.  This process imparts qualities to the 

whisky that end up yielding a spirit like nothing else that has ever existed and often one that is 

highly regarded by whisky aficionados.  Up until recently, Murray McDavid only worked with single 

malt scotch.  Now they have ventured into the world of international rum.  Each of the barrels 

chosen for this new venture was hand-selected by Jim McEwan, whom many regard as the world’s 

greatest distiller.   Each of these rums begins its life in a used bourbon barrel and the barrels chosen 

for the finishing process come from the lands of Cote Rotie, Condrieu, Madeira, and Port.  The end 

results are quite special.  Each of these rums has been bottled at the Bruichladdich distillery in 

Islay, Scotland and only 1200 to 1500 of each has been produced. 

 

Trinidad Rum 11 yr, Malmsey Cask Finish……………………………………………………………………             $Trinidad Rum 11 yr, Malmsey Cask Finish……………………………………………………………………             $Trinidad Rum 11 yr, Malmsey Cask Finish……………………………………………………………………             $Trinidad Rum 11 yr, Malmsey Cask Finish……………………………………………………………………             $15151515    

Rum 14 yr, Guigal Condrieu Cask Finish………………………………………………Rum 14 yr, Guigal Condrieu Cask Finish………………………………………………Rum 14 yr, Guigal Condrieu Cask Finish………………………………………………Rum 14 yr, Guigal Condrieu Cask Finish……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………             $15……             $15……             $15……             $15    

Guyana Rum 13 yr, Guigal Hermitage Cask Finish……Guyana Rum 13 yr, Guigal Hermitage Cask Finish……Guyana Rum 13 yr, Guigal Hermitage Cask Finish……Guyana Rum 13 yr, Guigal Hermitage Cask Finish…………………………………………………              ……………………………………………              ……………………………………………              ……………………………………………              $15$15$15$15    

    

¾ oz Flight of All Three¾ oz Flight of All Three¾ oz Flight of All Three¾ oz Flight of All Three…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22………………………………….              $22………………………………….              $22………………………………….              $22    
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BrandyBrandyBrandyBrandy    
  

These spirits represent a large category of distilled grape and other fruit-based wines that 

are made in dozens of countries all over the globe.  From the rarest Cognacs and Armagnacs, to 

the distilled ciders of Calvados and Oregon, from the distilled grape pumaces of Italy and France, 

and to the Framboises and Kirschwassers made in Europe and at home, brandy is always a memorable 

experience.  French brandies, particularly Cognac, are the most recognized expressions of brandy, 

though many American distilleries have appeared in recent decades produciing excellent quality 

spirits that rival some of the best that France has to offer.  Still, the French have an edge on their 

New World competitors.  With Cognac, the blending process allows for consistency in product 

and having access to incredibly old stocks, which domestic producers don’t have.  This can make 

for haunting spirits that sell for upwards of $1000 dollars a bottle and come in lead crystal 

decanters from Baccarat and Waterford.  The vast majority of Cognac that released each year is 

quite young and has had caramel added to it for color and to make it smoother.  Another additive 

that is legally permitted is boise, which is a liquid made from oak chips that have been cooked in 

water and reduced.  Adding boise to Cognac will give the impression of extensive barrel aging, 

qualities that otherwise take years to impart.  Sugar syrup can also be added to sweeten Cognac.  

The world’s best selling Cognacs use these manipulations, which are perfectly legal, to more 

economically produce consistent tasting brandies.  None of the brandies offered here have any 

additives except for water used to cut the spirit down to bottling strength. 

 

CognacCognacCognacCognac    

 

The Ugni Blanc grape produces gigantic clusters that can produce yields of 15 tons per 

acre and more and it is this grape that accounts for almost all of what’s grown in Cognac.  This 

region, which is just northeast of Bordeaux, is subdivided into several smaller areas, each 

recognized as a cru.  The finest quality Cognacs come from Grande Champagne, followed by Petite 

Champagne, with the designation of Fine Champagne being a blend of the two.  None of these regions 

should be confused with the famous sparkling wine region of France.  That area is northeast of 

Paris.  The process by which Cognac is distilled is strictly regulated by the French government.  All 

Cognac must be made from all white grapes, at least 90% of which must be Ugni Blanc, Colombard, 

and/or Folle Blanche.  Cognac must be distilled twice using a copper alembic still, more commonly 

called an alembic Charentais, named for the Charentes region.  The first distillation produces 

“brouillis,” a milky low strength spirit that must be carefully redistilled (heads and tails discarded) 

a second time to produce the eau-de-vie that will be aged, blended, and sold as Cognac.  Oak barrels 

made from the wood of the nearby Limousin forest are used for aging.  Cognac must be a minimum of 

3 years old making it a VS (Very Superior).  VSOP (Very Superior Old Pale) is at least 5 years old and 

XO (Extra Old) is at least 6 years old but is generally much older.  As almost all Cognac is a blend, 

the age designation represents the youngest of the Cognacs present in the blend, and the use of 

caramel and boise need not be stipulated.  Blends that incorporate Cognacs of an unusually old 

age will have their own special name that the house decides upon, and usually the packaging for 

these Cognacs can account for half of what the consumer pays for.  Cognac seems to hit its peak 

after about 50 years in barrel and at this point these spirits are often placed in large glass 

containers where the evolution stops but for the constant evaporation, or “angel’s share,” which 

concentrates the fruit characteristics.  While the fruit characteristics are mingling with the oak 

barrels, a distinct oxidized characteristic known as “rancio” develops over time and it is this unique 

quality that is the vehicle for all that a great brandy attempts to express. 
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CognacCognacCognacCognac, Grand Champagne, Grand Champagne, Grand Champagne, Grand Champagne    

    

Cognac TesseronCognac TesseronCognac TesseronCognac Tesseron    

 Abel Tesseron bought his Cognac estate in the late 19
th

 century and planted Ugni Blanc, 

Colombard, and Folle Blanche.  Up until 2005, all of the Cognacs produced at Tesseron were sold 

off to larger producers, some of these brandies dating back to the estate’s early years.  Abel’s 

grandsons recently decided to stop selling off their rare stocks and sell them under their own 

label.  We offer two here: 

 Tesseron Lot #76 (blend of Cognacs from the 1970’s)………………….                Tesseron Lot #76 (blend of Cognacs from the 1970’s)………………….                Tesseron Lot #76 (blend of Cognacs from the 1970’s)………………….                Tesseron Lot #76 (blend of Cognacs from the 1970’s)………………….                $45$45$45$45    

Teeseron Lot #53……………………………………………………………………………………..               $20Teeseron Lot #53……………………………………………………………………………………..               $20Teeseron Lot #53……………………………………………………………………………………..               $20Teeseron Lot #53……………………………………………………………………………………..               $20    

    

Cognac Kelt, Tour du MonCognac Kelt, Tour du MonCognac Kelt, Tour du MonCognac Kelt, Tour du Monde………………………………………………………………………………..              $16de………………………………………………………………………………..              $16de………………………………………………………………………………..              $16de………………………………………………………………………………..              $16    

    This Cognac has received its final maturation at sea in oak barrels, starting from France 

to Shanghai, to the U.S., and back to the Cognac region to be bottled. Many believe the constant 

rolling of the ship and the variations in temperature and atmosphere will bring out the hidden 

qualities in a cognac  while it travels over seas on this very traditional voyage.  

    

    

 

 

         

 

        

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

ArmagnacArmagnacArmagnacArmagnac    

 

  

The people of Gascony had been making wine brandy for at least 200 years before the 

Charentais and used to double distill their brandies in much the same fashion as they do today in 

Cognac.  This all changed in the early 19
th

 century when an alembic continuous distillation process 

was pioneered and has since deemed the brandies of Armagnac as distinctly different from Cognacs.  

The grapes used are much the same today, though much higher percentages of Folle Blanche and 

Colombard are planted.  The Bacco grape used to be widely planted in Armagnac but is on its way 

out by order of the government by 2010 due to it being a hybrid grape, which now cannot be 

included in any French appellation. Armagnacs made from predominately Bacco will still be 

available for some time and we offer some outstanding examples here at Cyrus.  It is difficult to 

generalize about the differences between the brandies of these two regions because single varietals 

bottlings aren’t uncommon, and a robust Bacco is vastly different from a more finessed Folle 

Blanche.  Due to the single distillation method, Armagnac tends to be more raw and big on the 

palate and also slightly higher in alcohol than Cognac.  Armagnacs are often vintage dated, and 

not blended which means that a small family run operation can produce an Armagnac from one 

vineyard with its own distinct soil in one particular vintage.  In this respect, Armagnacs are often 

like single vineyard wines, though vintage variance is less dramatic.  Armagnac’s acclaim pales in 

comparison to that of Cognac but this is not due to any lack of quality.  Quite the contrary, 
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aggressive marketing has made the difference for Cognac and much farther back, better access to 

transportation (Charentes River) meant that Cognac was more easily exported.  Though there are 

many factors that make a French brandy great, age is not necessarily one of them.  Armagnacs 

aged beyond the 30 year mark have generally passed the point of desirable influence from the oak 

just as Cognacs do poorly beyond about fifty years.  Also, as with Cognac, caramel, sugar, and 

boise are legally permitted additives.  None of the ones we offer here have been altered except for, 

perhaps, a little local water. 

 

Domaine Boingneres Folle Blanche 1993………………………………………………………….Domaine Boingneres Folle Blanche 1993………………………………………………………….Domaine Boingneres Folle Blanche 1993………………………………………………………….Domaine Boingneres Folle Blanche 1993………………………………………………………….        $26$26$26$26    

 This single-varietal brandy is made from low-yielding Folle Blanche vines and it is an example 

of a highly aromatic, precisely focused Armagnac that shows lots of finesse.  Any more time in 

barrel would have adversely affected many of the delicate aromas and flavors. 

    

Chateau Pellehaut Reserve 25 yr Ugni Blanc…………………………………………………Chateau Pellehaut Reserve 25 yr Ugni Blanc…………………………………………………Chateau Pellehaut Reserve 25 yr Ugni Blanc…………………………………………………Chateau Pellehaut Reserve 25 yr Ugni Blanc…………………………………………………    $10$10$10$10    

 This is a blend of a couple of single vintage Armagnacs that were made from estate-grown 

Ugni Blanc and distilled over 25 years ago.  This brandy is at it peak and is full of rich flavors and 

lingering tannins. 

 

    

Chateau BriaChateau BriaChateau BriaChateau Briat 1987t 1987t 1987t 1987…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    $22$22$22$22    

 This a 95% Bacco Armagnac that was produced from the 1985 vintage.  This brandy is 

reaching its peak right now and is bold and well integrated. 

   

 

    

Domestic BrandyDomestic BrandyDomestic BrandyDomestic Brandy    

 

GermainGermainGermainGermain----Robin XO…………………………………………………………………………………………………….           Robin XO…………………………………………………………………………………………………….           Robin XO…………………………………………………………………………………………………….           Robin XO…………………………………………………………………………………………………….                       $20$20$20$20    

 Ansley Coale and Hubert Germain-Robin have been making Pinot Noir-based brandies in the 

traditional fashion in not-so-traditional Ukiah, California for decades now.  Their XO masterpiece 

has stood up critically against some of France’s oldest and most rare brandies. 

 

GermainGermainGermainGermain----Robin Apple Brandy…………………………………………………………………………………………               $14Robin Apple Brandy…………………………………………………………………………………………               $14Robin Apple Brandy…………………………………………………………………………………………               $14Robin Apple Brandy…………………………………………………………………………………………               $14    

    Apple Brandy made in the U.S.! Its soft, long-lasting aromas of apples, pears and vanilla, 

supported by intense spices give the brandy a beautiful volume. The brandy has depth and unusual 

length in the bouquet. Dry, and very well-balanced on the palate, with a savory aftertaste that 

lasts and lasts. 
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CalvadosCalvadosCalvadosCalvados    

 

Over 350 years before Allied troops began their liberation of Europe at the beaches of 

Normandy one of the Spanish ships in King Phillip’s famously defeated armada ran aground in the 

same area in 1588.  The name of the ship was “El Calvador” and her name became associated with the 

region and eventually the area’s famous cider brandy which had already been a part of the local 

diet for some time.  Normandy is too cold for grapes to fully ripen but the conditions are ideal for 

growing apples and pears.  Calvados is distilled hard cider made from a any combination of dozens 

of varieties of apples and/or pears.  Each different kind of fruit will have its own special qualities 

and level of sweetness to impart to the spirit that will be aged in oak barrels for a minimum of 2 

years.  A classification system similar to that of Cognac and Armagnac stipulates the extent of 

the aging and also the location from which the fruit was grown.  The most sought after 

Calvados comes from the Pays d’Auge region.  To bear that name on the label all of the fruit must 

come from the area and, as with Cognac, double distilled through a Charentais alembic still.  

Fermentation must also occur naturally so no yeasts are ever added to the cider.  Calvados can be 

blended to make a brandy that encompasses spirits from a certain age range or be bottled during a 

single vintage.  Either way, the effect of the wood on Calvados is dramatic, making for some of the 

most remarkable brandies in the world capable of aging for upwards of 40 years. 

 

Pays d’AugePays d’AugePays d’AugePays d’Auge    

    

 The 115 acre Adrien Camut estate grows 25 varieties of apples to make their cider with.  

Once the cider is made, it rests for nearly a year in well seasoned barrels before being distilled.  Then 

the Calvados goes into partially filled large wooden vats for extensive aging.  Leaving the vats 

partially filled allows for lots of oxygen exposure that will, over time, reduce and concentrate 

the spirit.  The Calvados of Camut are bold and intense and become more so the older they get and 

the rancio notes intensify while still allowing the apple to show.  Camut also makes a lovely, low 

alcohol (17%) aperitif called Pommeau du Normandie which is 2/3 apple juice and 1/3 four year old 

Calvados. 

 Camut 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………               $1Camut 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………               $1Camut 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………               $1Camut 12 yr…………………………………………………………………………………………………               $16666    

    Camut 18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22Camut 18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22Camut 18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22Camut 18 yr………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $22 

    

    

DomfroDomfroDomfroDomfrontaisntaisntaisntais    

 

 The Domfrontais region is farther south and the law stipulates that at least 30% of the 

fruit used to make their Calvados be pears.  This makes for spirits much lighter in color, body and 

aroma.  The Lemorton family grows all of their apples and pears on their 9 acre estate and 

actually uses 2/3 pear in their brandies.  They also use a continuous still which has the effect of 

retaining more of the natural pear and apple qualities.  These Calvados are wonderful when young 

yet gain those fantastic baked fruit/rich oak qualities with age. 

  

    Lemorton Vintage 1978Lemorton Vintage 1978Lemorton Vintage 1978Lemorton Vintage 1978................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................     $3$3$3$30000    

    Lemorton Vintage 1984…………………………………………………………………………….             $20Lemorton Vintage 1984…………………………………………………………………………….             $20Lemorton Vintage 1984…………………………………………………………………………….             $20Lemorton Vintage 1984…………………………………………………………………………….             $20    
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Appelation Calvados ControleeAppelation Calvados ControleeAppelation Calvados ControleeAppelation Calvados Controlee    

    

In 1960 Christian Drouhin purchased his apple farm in Normandy and began making his 

ciders.  But in wasn’t until 1977 that he felt that his hand crafted calvados were ready for the 

market.  Such patience and attention to quality is evident in every sip of his brandies.  We offer a 

bottling from the same year that we first saw the Beatles, Martin Luther King told us that he “had 

a dream,” and we lost President Kennedy. 

    

Coeur de Leon 1963…………………………………………Coeur de Leon 1963…………………………………………Coeur de Leon 1963…………………………………………Coeur de Leon 1963…………………………………………………………………………………               $60………………………………………               $60………………………………………               $60………………………………………               $60    

 

  

                    GrappaGrappaGrappaGrappa    

 

The mere mentioning of the name “grappa” scares many folks away.  “Jet fuel” is sometimes 

used to describe grappa.  Its humble beginnings and the current cheap versions available might 

warrant such a descriptor but many high quality brands that use excellent grape sources are on 

the market today.  Grappa is distilled grape pomace: stems, seeds, skins, etc. that are left over from 

the wine-making process.  Traditionally, this spirit was simply a creative way of utilizing a by-

product that could be made, essentially, for free if one had a still of some kind.  Because grappa is 

usually not aged, no money need be spent on barrels.  There is certainly a connection between 

pomace from a good vineyard and a tasty grappa, as well as the amount of residual juice remaining 

in the pomace.  In France, the same spirit is known as marc, though it is more commonly aged for a 

while to smooth it out.  Grappas and marc are available from the likes of Domaine de la Romanee-

Conti, Gaia, and Sassiscaia and can command a high price simply with their names.  Other labels, such 

a Jocopo Poli, are only in the business of making grappa and not wine and produce some of the most 

wonderful examples of what a grappa can be.  The varietal from which the pomace comes makes a 

noticeable difference in aroma and flavor and will resemble the particular grape in many respects.  

Grappa is a stellar digestivo, to be drunk after a big meal or in a shot of espresso, known as a “café 

correcto.” 

 

    

Jacopo PoliJacopo PoliJacopo PoliJacopo Poli    

 This gentleman is a 4
th

 generation grappa maker who also makes high-end grape brandies, 

fruit brandies, and liqueurs.  However, it is grappa for which he is famous, and his are considered 

some of the finest in the world.  Out of the many that he makes we have chosen the two that show 

the most evidence of their varietal. 

    Grappa Grappa Grappa Grappa Moscato……………………………………………………………………Moscato……………………………………………………………………Moscato……………………………………………………………………Moscato…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    $15$15$15$15    

Grappa Grappa Grappa Grappa Merlot………………………………………………………Merlot………………………………………………………Merlot………………………………………………………Merlot………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............….….….….    $15$15$15$15    

    

  

 

Moletta Grappa Di Nebbiolo…………………………………………………………………………………..             $12Moletta Grappa Di Nebbiolo…………………………………………………………………………………..             $12Moletta Grappa Di Nebbiolo…………………………………………………………………………………..             $12Moletta Grappa Di Nebbiolo…………………………………………………………………………………..             $12    

This single-vine grappa is distilled from 100% Nebbiolo from the Piedmont region of Italy. Its 

characteristically rich nose has delightful honey and heather accents that are curiously 

reminiscent of a Lowland Single Malt Scotch. 
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Other Fruit BrandiesOther Fruit BrandiesOther Fruit BrandiesOther Fruit Brandies    

 

SlivovitzSlivovitzSlivovitzSlivovitz    

 Most “Slivo” (the traditional drink of many parts of the former Yugoslavia) is so difficult 

to drink that we use to call it “Milosovic’s revenge” back in college.  These ones are quite pleasant 

to drink having been made from ripe Serbian plums and aged for 8 to 10 years in neutral barrels. 

 NavNavNavNavip…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….             $10ip…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….             $10ip…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….             $10ip…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….             $10    

    Takova Prirodna……………………………………………………………………………………..             $10Takova Prirodna……………………………………………………………………………………..             $10Takova Prirodna……………………………………………………………………………………..             $10Takova Prirodna……………………………………………………………………………………..             $10    

    Manastirka…………………………………………………Manastirka…………………………………………………Manastirka…………………………………………………Manastirka………………………………………………………………………………………………..            ……………………………………………..            ……………………………………………..            ……………………………………………..                $10$10$10$10    
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Eau de VieEau de VieEau de VieEau de Vie    

 

 The name means “water of life” and could refer to any fruit that has been distilled.  

Cognac begins as an eau de vie and only becomes cognac after it has been aged.  These clear, unaged 

spirits throw off incredible amounts of fruit in the nose, and take an astonishing 15 to 20 lbs of 

fruit to produce just one 375 ml bottle.  This concentration of aroma and flavor becomes quickly 

evident.  In and around the area of Alsace, including nearby Switzerland and the Black Forest, one 

often encounters locals drinking shots of Kirschwasser (cherry-water) or Poire William (pear) 

repeatedly over the course of an evening or during a day of skiing to warm up.  Cherry eau de vie is 

almost dangerous to smell as its aromas include a pleasant almond/cyanide quality as well as dark 

cherry.  Poire William so closely resembles macerated fresh pear and pear blossom that it is becomes 

intoxicating before the first sip.  The most perfumed of all is framboise, made from raspberries, which 

no one can blame you for dabbing behind your ear.  While these spirits are European in origin, there 

are a handful of domestic producers that make spirits as well as, if not better, than our friends 

across the pond. 

 

 

St. George SpiritsSt. George SpiritsSt. George SpiritsSt. George Spirits    

 Alameda is not known for its great orchards but the distillers at St. George source out 

the finest Bartlett Pears from Mendocino, Meeker Raspberries from Washington, and Mont 

Moreney Cherries from Michigan to make their eau de vies. 

  

Poire…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….Poire…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….Poire…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….Poire…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….    $15$15$15$15    

    

    

Westford Hill DistillersWestford Hill DistillersWestford Hill DistillersWestford Hill Distillers    

Nestled in the rolling hills of Connecticut, Westford Hill Distillery is located on 200 

acres of property owned by the Chatey Family since 1919. Inspired by the abundant orchards of the 

region, Margaret and Louis Chatey founded the distillery in 1997, where they make wonderfully 

fragrant, beautifully packaged fruit brandies. 

Framboise…………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $15Framboise…………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $15Framboise…………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $15Framboise…………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $15    

Kirsch………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                $15Kirsch………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                $15Kirsch………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                $15Kirsch………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                $15    

    

    

AppleAppleAppleApple----ation, Davis Family Vineyards…………………………………………………………………..                $12ation, Davis Family Vineyards…………………………………………………………………..                $12ation, Davis Family Vineyards…………………………………………………………………..                $12ation, Davis Family Vineyards…………………………………………………………………..                $12    

    Handcrafted and distilled from century old gravenstein apple orchards, this eau de vie de 
pomme delivers bursts of ripe, concentrated and delicious layers that can only be found in this rare 

varietal of apples. Aged for two years in French Oak casks.     
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Aperitif, Digestif, Aperitif, Digestif, Aperitif, Digestif, Aperitif, Digestif, Cordial, and LiqueurCordial, and LiqueurCordial, and LiqueurCordial, and Liqueur    
 

 This is a broad category which includes spirits that have been significantly modified with 

the addition of fruits, nuts, barks, roots, herbs, etc. and always sugar or caramel.  The base for the 

spirit might be wine, aged spirit, or neutral grain sprit, and the flavor enhancers could be fresh 

produce, dried produce, or an essence of some kind.  The methods of production vary from the most 

simple larger production shortcuts to centuries old secret formulas and aging techniques known 

to very few.  Unfortunately these days, many of these spirits find themselves included only in 

cocktail recipes, their special identities lost in the shaker glass of a heavily mixed cocktail.  These 

liquors were originally designed to be consumed by themselves, which has left many of them 

unpopular today.   Contemporary marketing has kept many alive by intentionally depicting them as 

essential mixers in today’s standard cocktail drinks.  One can’t imagine a good Cosmo without 

Cointreau.  A Cadillac Margarita without a Grand Marnier float?  A Keoki Coffee without 

Kaluha?  How many folks can actually tell you what vermouth is, something necessary for perhaps 

the most popular of all cocktails – the martini?  This is not to say that great cocktails shouldn’t 

include these spirits, they just deserve to be recognized as individuals as well. 

 

Wine Based AperitifWine Based AperitifWine Based AperitifWine Based Aperitif    

 

Noilly Prat Vermouth (sweet and dry)….Noilly Prat Vermouth (sweet and dry)….Noilly Prat Vermouth (sweet and dry)….Noilly Prat Vermouth (sweet and dry)….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    $$$$8888 

 This was the first company to make and market vermouth in southern France in the early 

19
th

 century.  A blend of carefully aged barrels of local white wine that have been exposed to the 

elements, oxidized, and infused with a secret blend of 20 herbs for the dry, white variety and 30 for 

the sweet, red type, these vermouths are great on ice or as a softener for martinis and 

Manhattans.  36 proof. 

 

Lillet Blanc……………………………………Lillet Blanc……………………………………Lillet Blanc……………………………………Lillet Blanc……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………    $9$9$9$9    

 Made in a small town just south of Bordeaux, Lillet Blanc is a vermouth that is a bit more 

intense, aromatic, and viscous than others of its kind.  Traditionally enjoyed on ice with a lemon 

twist or slice of orange. 

 

Dubonnet Rouge……………………………Dubonnet Rouge……………………………Dubonnet Rouge……………………………Dubonnet Rouge……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………    $9$9$9$9    

 This is a French red wine based aperitif that includes the essences of dozens of herbs and 

botanicals.  Neither too sweet or too dry, Dubonnet is wonderful on ice. 

 

Cynar……………………………………………………Cynar……………………………………………………Cynar……………………………………………………Cynar……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…….………………………………………….………………….…….………………………………………….………………….…….………………………………………….………………….…….        $9$9$9$9    

 This bitter spirit resembles Fernet in many respects but the incorporation of macerated 

artichoke leaves and a bit more sugar distinguishes it to a class of its own.  Only 32 proof and best 

on ice. 

 

    

Punt e Mes…………………………………………Punt e Mes…………………………………………Punt e Mes…………………………………………Punt e Mes……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….    $9$9$9$9    

 Resembling a carefully constructed concoction of sweet vermouth and all the 

components of a great bitter, Punt e Mes is also wonderful on ice or as a more intense vermouth 

replacement in a Manhattan.  
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The Bitters FamilyThe Bitters FamilyThe Bitters FamilyThe Bitters Family    

 

Fernet Branca…………………………………Fernet Branca…………………………………Fernet Branca…………………………………Fernet Branca……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….…………        $9$9$9$9    

 This is the greatest single thing ever created by man.  Though many say that it tastes like 

liquid tree bark or Jaegermeister sans sugar, its exceptional blend of dozens of roots, herbs, barks, 

mushrooms, and a touch of caramel make it an Italian contribution to humanity greater than all 

of the doodlings of Da Vinci and Michelangelo combined. 

 

Campari……………………………………………………………Campari……………………………………………………………Campari……………………………………………………………Campari……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………….……………………………………….……………………………………….………………….……………….……………….……………….…        $9$9$9$9    

 Perhaps the most famous and utilized bitter for cocktails, this bright crimson liquor is 

made from bitter herbs, aromatic plants, fruits, and grain alcohol.  With soda and an orange slice, 

it is the quintessential European summer cooler. 

 

Pimm’s Cup #1……………………………………Pimm’s Cup #1……………………………………Pimm’s Cup #1……………………………………Pimm’s Cup #1……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………………    $9$9$9$9    

 This secret, gin based mixture of quinine and herbs first appeared in the 1840’s and is the only 

survivor of others that were unsuccessful marketed with other liquor foundations.  The famous 

cocktail bearing its name is made from Pimms #1, lemon juice, sugar, and soda and garnished with a 

slice of cucumber and orange peel. 

 

    

Orange and Other Fruit LiqueursOrange and Other Fruit LiqueursOrange and Other Fruit LiqueursOrange and Other Fruit Liqueurs    

 

Cointreau……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………Cointreau……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………Cointreau……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………Cointreau……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………    $9$9$9$9    

 This was the first triple sec, three times drier than any other orange liqueur on the market 

in the 1800’s when it first appeared.  Eight hundred imitations later, Cointreau is still the best.  The 

flavor comes from the infusion of many varieties of sweet and bitter orange peels from all over the 

world. 

 

Grand Marnier……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………Grand Marnier……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………Grand Marnier……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………Grand Marnier……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………    $9$9$9$9    

 Cognac infused with Haitian bitter orange peels makes for this highly aromatic and 

complex liqueur.  that is also available in much pricier versions made with older cognac. 

 

 

Luxardo Maraschino……………………Luxardo Maraschino……………………Luxardo Maraschino……………………Luxardo Maraschino……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………..    $9$9$9$9    

 Not to be confused with those things sitting in a Shirley Temple, this clear spirit is made 

from Marasca cherries and cherry pits.  The almond/cyanide flavor is a wonderful background 

note in many cocktails, like our Charentes Sidecar. 

 

    

Liqueurs That Might Be Good In CoffeeLiqueurs That Might Be Good In CoffeeLiqueurs That Might Be Good In CoffeeLiqueurs That Might Be Good In Coffee    

 

Baileys Irish Cream……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Baileys Irish Cream……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Baileys Irish Cream……………………………………………………………………………………………….…Baileys Irish Cream……………………………………………………………………………………………….…        $9$9$9$9    

 Despite its ubiquity and popularity, this has not been around since the Great Famine.  First 

launched in 1974, this blend of Irish whiskey, cream, vanilla and cocoa has become a standard behind 

the bar. 

 

Kaluha……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Kaluha……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Kaluha……………………………………………………………………………………………….………Kaluha……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….……………….……………….……………….……    $9$9$9$9    

 This Mexican treat is the world’s most popular coffee liqueur featuring sweet accents of 

toasted coffee, chocolate, and vanilla. 
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Tia Maria…………………………………………………………………………………Tia Maria…………………………………………………………………………………Tia Maria…………………………………………………………………………………Tia Maria…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..                $9………………………………..                $9………………………………..                $9………………………………..                $9    

 Many believe that Jamaican Blue Mountain Coffee is the finest in the world.  Tia Maria is a 

liqueur incorporating the essence of that fine coffee, vanilla, and cane spirit. 

  

Frangelico…………………………………………Frangelico…………………………………………Frangelico…………………………………………Frangelico……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..…………………………………………………….………………..…………………………………………………….………………..…………………………………………………….………………..    $9$9$9$9    

 Now gaining even more popularity with a big TV ad campaign, this Italian liqueur’s 

predominate flavoring is hazelnuts. 

 

Luxardo Amaretto………………………………………………………………………Luxardo Amaretto………………………………………………………………………Luxardo Amaretto………………………………………………………………………Luxardo Amaretto……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….….….…    $9$9$9$9    

 This is the finest quality Amaretto we could find and is much more aromatic than the 

original, Di Saronno.  Most amarettos are made from apricot pits and not almonds, though the 

aroma resembles almond extract used in baking.  Luxardo is one of the few to use actual almonds 

resulting in an authentic and noticeably more enjoyable liqueur. 

 

Drambuie……………………………………………………………………………………Drambuie……………………………………………………………………………………Drambuie……………………………………………………………………………………Drambuie……………………………………………………………………………………........………………………………………………………………….…………….…………….…………….…………                                                                        $9$9$9$9    

 Scotch whisky, heather honey, and other herbs are married to make this very unique spirit 

that goes well with coffee or in many cocktails. 

 

Charbay Black Walnut Liqueur…………………………………………………………………………..                $22Charbay Black Walnut Liqueur…………………………………………………………………………..                $22Charbay Black Walnut Liqueur…………………………………………………………………………..                $22Charbay Black Walnut Liqueur…………………………………………………………………………..                $22    

 Made in incredibly small quantities, this liqueur requires many pounds of walnuts to make 

just one bottle.  While good in coffee, it makes for a wonderful after dinner cordial. 

 

 

The Anise FamilyThe Anise FamilyThe Anise FamilyThe Anise Family    

 

Pernod………………………………………………Pernod………………………………………………Pernod………………………………………………Pernod……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….…………………………………………………….………………….……    $9$9$9$9    

 This liqueur originally appeared in the early 19
th

 century and was flavored with aniseed but 

also with the famously mind-altering wormwood, which caused some to cut their ears off until it 

was made illegal.  Now made with only aniseed, this liqueur becomes cloudy with the addition of ice 

and/or water and it is full of sweet licorice flavor. 

 

    

Ricard…………………………………………………Ricard…………………………………………………Ricard…………………………………………………Ricard……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….…….………….………………….…….………….………………….…….………….………………….…….    $9$9$9$9    

 This spirit resembles Pernod in many ways but it is a Pastis, meaning that many other herbs 

including star anise and citrus peels are used to create it.  Three quarters of all French people 

enjoy a pastis on a regular basis. 

 

Romana SaRomana SaRomana SaRomana Sambuca……………………………mbuca……………………………mbuca……………………………mbuca……………………………………………………………………………………………….…….………………………………………………………………….…….………………………………………………………………….…….………………………………………………………………….…….    $9$9$9$9    

 This clear, anise and elderberry spirit is very viscous due to its high sugar content.  

Sambuca is always served with “three flies” floating in the glass (espresso beans). 

 

Galliano…………………………………………Galliano…………………………………………Galliano…………………………………………Galliano……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………….………………………………………………….………………………………………………….……………………    $9$9$9$9    

 This sweet Italian liqueur often collects dust behind a bar unless someone uses their time 

machine in the 1970’s and lands in the present day expecting a Harvey Wallbanger.  Bright yellow in 

color, Galliano is flavored with anise and vanilla. 
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    AbsintheAbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe 

 

This notorious spirit can now be legally manufactured and consumed in the United States.  

The history of absinthe is a fascinating one and the subject of several books but here’s a brief 

synopsis.  The “Green Fairy” was the fashionable drink of choice amongst artists and writers living 

in Europe around the turn of the previous century.  Absinthe was traditionally made from a brandy 

base that is distilled with star anise, fennel seed, and wormwood and then enhanced with aromatic 

herbs such as tarragon, lemon balm, and mint which give it its famous green hue and finishing 

flavors.   

So will it make you trip like a hippie on Haight St. circa 1968?  The short answer is no.  

Distilling wormwood will yield a compound called thujone which on a molecular level closely 

resembles THC, the active compound in marijuana.  Many devoted fans of absinthe long ago would 

partake in the ceremonious ritual of slowly dripping water over a sugar cube suspended on a small 

slotted spoon over their glasses of absinthe.  The green spirit would cloud up with the water 

dilution and the effects were mind-altering according to some.  However, recent historical 

research has exposed the supposed hallucinogenic effects of absinthe as mere pipe dreams.  Consider 

that many spirits were distilled incorrectly over one hundred years ago meaning that many people 

may have been drinking unhealthy forms of alcohol that a properly trained distiller would have 

removed during the distillation process.  These dangerous liquors could have potentially made 

people see pink elephants.  Absinthe was also bottled at 110 to 150 proof (vodka is 80 proof) and even 

though it was usually diluted with water, if one drank enough of it . . . you know the rest of the 

story.  Van Gogh cuts his ear off and sends it to his girlfriend.   A Frenchman kills his whole family 

in a blind rage.  Was it the absinthe doing the work or was it simply persons with severe alcoholism 

getting blackout drunk?   These folks probably shouldn’t have been drinking Zima much less 

successive doses of 150 proof liquor. 

The temperance movement was also at its peak during this period of history.  This misguided 

minority wanted to make all alcohol illegal.  They succeeded in doing so in 1919 in the United 

States.  To appease these folks in France and Switzerland, but to keep the thirsty masses happy, 

absinthe and absinthe alone was banned in 1915 as it was the most notorious of all liquors.  Almost 

immediately, pastis was created to replace absinthe.  Pastis is exactly the same spirit as absinthe, minus 

the wormwood and bottled at a lower proof.  Up until recently, only the Czech Republic and Spain 

continued to produce wormwood absinthe.  With the homogenization of many EU rules and 

regulations, as well as the realization that absinthe was really just a victim of a smear campaign, 

Europe collectively relaxed absinthe production and distribution laws in 2005.  As of late 2007, 

the United States has followed suit. 

 We are proud to offer you our favorite absinthe made by Lance Winters of St. George 

Spirits in Alameda.  If you cut your ear off, we’re not responsible! 

    

    

    

    

                                    St. George Spirits; Alameda, California; Lance Winters St. George Spirits; Alameda, California; Lance Winters St. George Spirits; Alameda, California; Lance Winters St. George Spirits; Alameda, California; Lance Winters ----    DistillerDistillerDistillerDistiller    

    

    

Absinthe VerteAbsinthe VerteAbsinthe VerteAbsinthe Verte…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                    …                    …                    …                    $18$18$18$18    

 Some of us were lucky enough to have seen Lance of Hangar One fame spend years 

experimenting with absinthe until he finally came up with a formula that shined.  This is the first 

hand-crafted absinthe to be legally made and sold in the United States and is bottled at 120 proof. 
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Kübler Distillery; ValKübler Distillery; ValKübler Distillery; ValKübler Distillery; Val----dededede----Travers, Switzerland; Yves KüblerTravers, Switzerland; Yves KüblerTravers, Switzerland; Yves KüblerTravers, Switzerland; Yves Kübler----    DistillerDistillerDistillerDistiller    

KKKKüüüüblerblerblerbler……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..        $15……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..        $15……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..        $15……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..        $15    

 Kübler was launched in 1863 by J. Fritz Kübler in Motiers, Switzerland, near the French 

border. When the Swiss ban on Absinthe was lifted in 2001, the brand was revived by Fritz’s great 

grandson, who uses the same formula from the nineteenth century. 106 Proof.  

 

 

 

ChartreuseChartreuseChartreuseChartreuse    

  

 Believe us when we say that there is nothing in the spirit world like Chartreuse.  The 

history of the liqueur is as fascinating as the spectrum of W.P.D. (Wows Per Drop) one’s senses 

experience with each lifting of the glass.  The first Carthusian Monastery was founded near 

Grenoble in the heart of the Chartreuse Mountains in 1084 by a monk named Bruno (later St. 

Bruno).  These monks were and still are to this day, contemplative, meaning that they do not speak 

but to God in silence and do not leave the monastery. 

 In 1605, another Carthusian Monastery near Paris came into the possession of a very old 

manuscript entitled “An Elixir of Long Life.”  Over the next 100 years the manuscript returned to 

the mother abbey and the monks there attempted to create the elixir following the intricate and 

complex recipe presented in the text.  Being monks, they had plenty of time on their hands and 

proudly released their first bottling of the elixir in 1737.  It was made from a very secret blend of 

alcohol-macerated botanicals and sold in tiny bottles at 142 proof.  Chartreuse was not, at this 

stage, a beverage per se.  To drink it, one would soak a sugar cube with 2 or 3 drops, add hot water, 

and then drink it as one would tea.  The first Chartreuse as we know it appeared in 1764 as the 108 

proof green version that is essentially identical to what we enjoy now.  In 1838, the first yellow 

chartreuse was released as a sweeter, milder 80 proof spirit. 

Over time, the monks endured numerous wars and two major expulsions from the country 

and nearly lost the manuscript forever several times.  Keep in mind that, even today, only two 

monks make the base elixir for the liqueur and only one of them has the original manuscript  We 

know this much: over 130 plants, herbs, and flowers are steeped for unknown amounts of time and 

then blended with distilled honey and sugar syrup.  Grape alcohol is then added and the spirit is 

then aged for a period of 5 years for the traditional version and 12 years for the bottles labeled 

V.E.P..  There are green and yellow varieties of both. One unusual note about Chartreuse, the 

experts assert that, much like fine wine and unlike other spirits, Chartreuse continues to evolve 

and benefit from bottle aging.  

 

Yellow Chartreuse V.E.P…………………………………………………………………Yellow Chartreuse V.E.P…………………………………………………………………Yellow Chartreuse V.E.P…………………………………………………………………Yellow Chartreuse V.E.P…………………………………………………………………...                    ...                    ...                    ...                    $25$25$25$25    

Green Chartreuse V.E.P……………………Green Chartreuse V.E.P……………………Green Chartreuse V.E.P……………………Green Chartreuse V.E.P……………………………………………..…..…..…..………………………………………………………………………………………                    $28………………………                    $28………………………                    $28………………………                    $28    

 

  

    

Originally Designed by MonksOriginally Designed by MonksOriginally Designed by MonksOriginally Designed by Monks    

    

DOM Benedictine……………………………………………………………………………………………….……DOM Benedictine……………………………………………………………………………………………….……DOM Benedictine……………………………………………………………………………………………….……DOM Benedictine……………………………………………………………………………………………….……        $$$$9999  

                 There are many imitations of this spirit that was first created 500 years ago in an abbey in 

France.  Originally created for medicinal reasons, the secret blend of cognac and herbs was 

rediscovered in the 1860’s by the family that still makes it to this day. 
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BeerBeerBeerBeer    
    

 

Anchor Steam, San Francisco………………………………………………………………………………………………              $5 

Racer Five  I.P.A, Bear Republic, Healdsburg………………………………………………………………………..                      $5 

Butte Creek Organic Pilsner, Chico…………………………………………………………………………………….                      $5     

Amstel Light, Amsterdam………………………………………………………………………………………..……………….                $5 

Bitburger, Germany, N.A……………………………………………………………………………………………….…… ….                       $5 

 

    

    

    

NonNonNonNon----Alcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic Beverages    
 

It is truly an experience to walk into a convenience store these days and become 

overwhelmed with the staggering variety of non-alcoholic beverage choices.  There used to be 

Coke, Pepsi, Tab, and a few others.  Now there are hundreds of attractively packaged options.   

Most fall into one of three categories: (1) 100% real ingredients with real cane sugar (2) partially 

natural ingredients with corn syrup sweetener, and (3) certain beverages that, on a molecular 

level, resemble crystal methamphetamine and work on you much the same way.   

 

All Natural, Real Cane SugarAll Natural, Real Cane SugarAll Natural, Real Cane SugarAll Natural, Real Cane Sugar    

    

Fever Tree Tonic Water and Bitter Lemon………………………………………………………Fever Tree Tonic Water and Bitter Lemon………………………………………………………Fever Tree Tonic Water and Bitter Lemon………………………………………………………Fever Tree Tonic Water and Bitter Lemon…………………………………………………………………..              $7…………..              $7…………..              $7…………..              $7    

    Most tonic water that you get at a bar comes out of a soda gun.  Usually it tastes rather 

sweet and watered down.  Using small bottles from a reputable brand like Schweppes is a much 

tastier experience but Schweppes finest product, their “Indian Tonic,” is very difficult to get in the 

U.S..  Indian Tonic water is much drier and ideal for gin and tonics.  A new company from Britain 

called Fever Tree is now making this style of tonic from real ingredients including the finest 

quality quinine, orange oils, and real cane sugar.  Their Bitter Lemon is also a real treat and 

excellent on a hot day, with or without the gin. 

    

 

D’arbo Fruit Syrups…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $5D’arbo Fruit Syrups…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $5D’arbo Fruit Syrups…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $5D’arbo Fruit Syrups…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $5    

 Real fruit and cane sugar are married together to yield a luscious syrup that mixes well 

with our Seltzer Sisters water (think Italian soda but these syrups are from Austria).  We also use 

these occasionally in our seasonal cocktails. Elderflower and Raspberry are available. 

 

    

    

Sonoma SparklerSonoma SparklerSonoma SparklerSonoma Sparkler………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $7….              $7….              $7….              $7    

 This company is located right here in Healdsburg and we love their stuff not just because 

it’s local, but because it’s quite good.  Bottled in sparkling wine format, these sweet fizzy beverages 

contain 4 ingredients, fruit juice, vitamin C, cane sugar, and sparkling water.  Try their lemonade 

or Apple varieties. 
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Iced TeaIced TeaIced TeaIced Tea    

    

TejavaTejavaTejavaTejava    Tea……………………………………………………………………………Tea……………………………………………………………………………Tea……………………………………………………………………………Tea………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..            $6…………………………………………..            $6…………………………………………..            $6…………………………………………..            $6    

 Handpicked, microbrewed and unsweetened, Tejava tea incorporates pure Java tea brewed 

from purified water and select Java tea leaves. No sweetner of any kind has been added to this 

delicious, pure tea.   

 

Golden Star White Jasmine Sparkling Tea…………………………………………………………….              $25Golden Star White Jasmine Sparkling Tea…………………………………………………………….              $25Golden Star White Jasmine Sparkling Tea…………………………………………………………….              $25Golden Star White Jasmine Sparkling Tea…………………………………………………………….              $25    

    In the mountains of the Fujian Province, China, grows the rare Silver Needle Jasmine Tea 

used in this deliciously light and bubbly beverage. Floral and delicate, and surprisingly complex. 

Served in a 750 ml bottle.  

    

    

Partially Natural, Sweetened SomehowPartially Natural, Sweetened SomehowPartially Natural, Sweetened SomehowPartially Natural, Sweetened Somehow    

 

Fentiman’s Ginger Fentiman’s Ginger Fentiman’s Ginger Fentiman’s Ginger Beer………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $6Beer………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $6Beer………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $6Beer………………………………………………………………………………………………………….              $6    

    Brewing since the early 1900’s, Fentiman’s utilizes a seven day fermentation process to brew 

their beverages. The finest ingredients, including Shanghai ginger root, juniper and yarrow are used 

in this delicious beverage.  

    

SpSpSpSprrrrechers Root Beer………………echers Root Beer………………echers Root Beer………………echers Root Beer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….            $5…………….            $5…………….            $5…………….            $5    

 Made at a brewery in Wisconsin, this is one of the tastiest root beers available.  They use 

fresh botanicals and raw honey but also fructose corn syrup and sodium benzoate as a 

preservative.   

 

 

    

Bottled Mexican CocaBottled Mexican CocaBottled Mexican CocaBottled Mexican Coca----Cola……………………………………………………………………………………….                   $5Cola……………………………………………………………………………………….                   $5Cola……………………………………………………………………………………….                   $5Cola……………………………………………………………………………………….                   $5    

 Originally a blend of South American coca leaf extract, West African cola nut, 

caramelized sugar, and soda water, Coca-Cola was first sold as a beverage that cured what ails 

you.  A little cocaine, caffeine, and sugar will pick you up, no doubt about it.  The rapid success of 

the Coca-Cola brand can be attributed not only to the stimulants that were in it (and the ones 

that remain to this day) but also to mensa-genius marketing and distribution.  Before Coke ever 

went in a bottle, it was sold as tasty cure-all syrup that pharmacists would mix with soda water 

(also thought to have health benefits) and sell out the door.  When the temperance movement 

kicked in and later prohibition began, Coke was marketed as a beverage for the first time, not as 

pseudo-medicine.  Coke did and still does taste quite good, and it’s unquestionably refreshing.  It is 

also highly profitable.  The syrup cost very little to make and was cheaper to transport because it 

weighed very little.  The soda fountain operators could charge five times what they paid for the 

syrup by simply adding soda water.  By the way, even a little cocaine and caffeine can be highly 

addictive.  Once Coke was marketed in bottles, one didn’t need to have the soda fountain apparatus 

to sell it to the teeming masses.  Why not market a caffeinated beverage to children for the first 

time in history?  Get them hooked when their young, you’ll have them for life.  This was a brand new 

idea back then.  Massive advertising campaigns featuring Santa Claus during the holidays didn’t 

hurt.  By the early 20
th

 century, Coca-Cola was well on it way to becoming the quintessential 

American beverage.  As America came to be the world’s only superpower in the later 20
th

 Century 

and new markets opened up all over the world, Coca-Cola became the physical and symbolic 

representation of this dominance. 

 Anyhow.  Coca-Cola made in Mexico contains more cane sugar in it than the Coke made in 

the US (we use high fructose corn syrup exclusively) so many feel that Mexican Coke tastes better.  

It also comes in that cool, old-school glass bottle.  , 
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Bottled Water and Ice TeaBottled Water and Ice TeaBottled Water and Ice TeaBottled Water and Ice Tea    

  

Voss Still aVoss Still aVoss Still aVoss Still and Sparkling Wand Sparkling Wand Sparkling Wand Sparkling Water………………………ter………………………ter………………………ter………………………………………………………………..800 ml $7.5………………………………………..800 ml $7.5………………………………………..800 ml $7.5………………………………………..800 ml $7.5    

 This water hails from a pristine water source in central Norway.  The sparkling version is 

particularly tasty due to the addition of bicarbonate, which also bumps up the mineral content 

    

TejavaTejavaTejavaTejava    Tea……………………………………………Tea……………………………………………Tea……………………………………………Tea………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..            $5…………………………………………………………………………..            $5…………………………………………………………………………..            $5…………………………………………………………………………..            $5    

 Handpicked, microbrewed and unsweetened, Tejava tea incorporates pure Java tea brewed 

from water and select Java tea leaves. No sweetner of any kind has been added to this delicious, pure 

tea.   

 

Seltzer SisterSeltzer SisterSeltzer SisterSeltzer Sisters………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….           $5s………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….           $5s………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….           $5s………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….           $5    

 This Bay Area Company has been around for over 30 years and specializes in traditional 

seltzer.  Bottled, pure, CO2-charged H2O became quite popular just over a hundred years ago, 

particularly in the Jewish communities of the NYC area and Chicago.  Seltzer Sisters has over 

25,000 original glass bottles from this period which the fill using an antique machine that 

charges them with CO2.  The taste and mouthfeel of true seltzer is really something special.  We use 

this seltzer in many of our seasonal cocktails. 

  

    

Local Grape JuiceLocal Grape JuiceLocal Grape JuiceLocal Grape Juice    

    

Navarro……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $9Navarro……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $9Navarro……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $9Navarro……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….               $9    

    The good folks at Navarro vineyards in the Anderson Valley have received much acclaim 

for their wines for many years now.  They set aside a little bit of juice each year to bottle without 

having gone through fermentation and as such they are bottled non-alcoholic.  These “wines” are 

pure tasting, refreshing and on the sweet side.  We offer both Pinot Noir and Gewurztraminer. 
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References and Thanks 

 

Many books were used to compile the information listed in this menu including Anthony Dias Blue’s 

“The Complete Book of Spirits,” Charles Neal’s “Armagnac,” John Lamond and Robin Tucek’s “The 

Malt Whisky File,” A.J. Baime’s “The Men Behind The Booze,” Hugh Barty’s “Rum; Yesterday and Today,” 

Tom Standage’s “A History of the world in 6 Glasses,” and various issues of the magazine “Drinks.”   

 

Additionally, many thanks to Scott Beattie for his amazing ingenuity and talents in the bar at 

Cyrus.  His departure in 2008 was followed by the release of his cocktail book, Artisanal Cocktails; 

Drinks Inspired by the Seasons at Cyrus, from Ten Speed Press, which features many spirits mentioned 

in this menu. 

 

We look forward to expanding our spirits list considerably here at Cyrus in the coming years and 

certainly appreciate any input or suggestions that you might have. 

 

 

 


